ISSUE 03 « AUG 2025

Mount
Sinai

= ATHFOCUS

Department of Pathology, Molecular & Cell-Based Medicine

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY NEWSLETTER

Featunes

03 Molecular Microbiology Laboratory: 0 Spotlight On: Hematopathology
Advancing Infectious Disease Diagnostics

Division
During the Pandemic and Beyond

0 Spotlight On: Transfusion Medicine 0 Grossing Hubs and Our Pathologists'’

Services Assistants - The Core of Surgical Pathology

07 Departmental Activities - In Photos




It is with great pride and enthusiasm that | welcome you to the latest issue of PATHFocus, a publication
that continues to reflect the extraordinary energy, innovation, and excellence of our Department of Pathology,
Molecular and Cell-Based Medicine. Since our last issue, we have experienced remarkable momentum across all
fronts, including clinical services, education, and research, driven by your dedication and commitment. Among
our most exciting recent accomplishments, our residency program has been top ranked in New York State by
the newly released Doximity “Residency Navigator,” surpassing Columbia, Cornell, and NYU. This recognition
reflects the excellence and innovation of our educational programs, the quality of our faculty, the rigor of our
training, and the collaborative spirit that defines our department. We continue to distinguish ourselves globally
as the only pathology department operating fully with digital pathology, enabling unparalleled diagnostic
accuracy, workflow efficiency, and educational opportunities. Expansion is evident across key subspecialties,
including Transplant Pathology, with a new contract in place with LiveOnNY, as well as cutting-edge molecular
microbiology testing with a broadened panel of syndromic assays. This issue of PATHFocus highlights major
achievements from our Hematopathology and Transfusion Medicine divisions in the “Spotlight On” section,
underlining the caliber and impact of their work. We are also proud to introduce a new feature: "In-Depth
Look," which in this issue centers on the critical roles of our Pathologists’ Assistants (PAs) through the Mount
Sinai Health System. All of these achievements underscore the remarkable trajectory of our department,
reflecting the collective vision, creativity, forward-thinking, and resourcefulness of our faculty. | remain deeply
honored to represent this community of exceptional individuals, and | thank you all for your continued
dedication, support, and inspiration.

( 1Z5)

Carlos“Cordon-Cardo, MD, PhD

Chairman, Department of Pathology, Molecular
and Cell-Based Medicine




FEATURED

THE MOLECULAR MICROBIOLOGY LABORATORY: ADVANCING

INFECTIOUS DISEASE DIAGNOSTICS AT MOUNT SINAI

By Alberto Paniz Mondolfi, MD, PhD

W hen we founded the Molecular Microbiology
Laboratory (MML) at Mount Sinai in 2020, we did so with a
clear mission: to bring cutting-edge, clinically relevant
molecular diagnostics to the frontlines of patient care.
From day one, our philosophy has centered on scientific
rigor, innovation, and urgency—because in infectious
disease diagnostics, time and accuracy save lives.

One of our most defining contributions has been the
development and implementation of Laboratory
Developed Tests (LDTs). These are more than just
technical achievements—they represent a proactive
response to real-world clinical needs. From the rapid
deployment of saliva-based SARS-CoV-2 PCR assays
during the pandemic, which supported New York City's
safe reopening, to our early response to the 2022
Monkeypox outbreak with in-house RT-PCR testing, our
team has consistently delivered timely solutions when
they were most needed.

To date, we have developed over fifteen New York State-
approved LDTs, spanning a wide range of pathogens
including Trypanosoma cruzi, Leishmania spp.,
Acanthamoeba, Plasmodium, Babesia, Human T-
lymphotropic virus types 1/2 (HTLV-1/2) and high-risk HPV
genotyping. These tools now serve as critical components
in our diagnostic arsenal, allowing us to identify rare,
neglected, and emerging infections that often go
undetected in conventional settings.

Mount Sinai Seeks to Expand School
Virus Testing Program

The health system, which is preparing to open a new laboratory
that could process 100,000 tests a day, wants to take its program
to public schools this fall.
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Students at KIPP Infinity Middle School in West Harlem with tubes for collecting
saliva, part of a coronavirus testing pilot program. “It's way better than just sticking a

stick up your nose,” one student said. Mount

ai Health System
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At the core of our success is a multidisciplinary team—
technologists, postdocs, administrative staff—whose
passion and dedication drive everything we do. As
Director, | am proud to say that our work does not stop at
diagnostics. We are deeply involved in basic research,
collaborating with colleagues across Mount Sinai to
enhance pathogen detection in FFPE tissues and decipher
mechanisms of disease at the molecular level. We've
published over 100 peer-reviewed papers, highlighting our
lab’s impactful contributions to molecular diagnostics and
infectious disease research.

In partnership with Mount Sinai's Pathogen Surveillance
Program, our lab is advancing outbreak response and
diagnostic preparedness. Looking ahead, we are
developing the Center for Advanced Microbial Diagnostics
(CAMD)—a centralized hub for cutting-edge molecular
testing, sequencing, and pathogen discovery.

Moving forward, we are also pioneering the integration of
next-generation sequencing into the clinical pipeline
under a framework of diagnostic stewardship. By
marrying advanced molecular technologies with
thoughtful clinical application, we're not just improving
outcomes—we're reshaping how infectious diseases are
approached in modern medicine.

Our lab is more than a testing facility—it is a living
example of how translational science can meet urgent
clinical demands. Every assay we build, every result we
validate, and every discovery we publish reflects our
unwavering commitment to improving patient care
through innovation.



SPOTLIGHT ON:

HEMATOPATHOLOGY DIVISION

Hemepath Faculty from left to right: Dr. Christian Salib, Dr. Shafinaz Hussein, Dr. Bruce Petersen,

Dr. Amy Duffield, Dr. Alina Dulau and Dr. Matthew Shapiro

By Dr. Shafinaz Hussein

he Hematopathology Division at Mount Sinai Hospital has

undergone exciting new changes in the past few years. The

section consists of a dynamic group of highly talented and
accomplished hematopathologists, laboratory scientists,

technologists, and administrative staff.
Several of our outstanding and experienced faculty have been at Mount

Sinai Hospital for years and are well known to the department, including Drs.
Bruce Petersen, Shafinaz Hussein and Christian Salib. Within the past two
years, the Hematopathology Division has also welcomed four new faculty
members: Drs. Matthew Shapiro, Dalia Azim, Alina Dulau, and Amy Duffield.
Dr. Shapiro, a previous Pathology resident at Mount Sinai and a graduate of
our Hematopathology fellowship program, divides his time between the
Hematology and Hematopathology sections and more recently has been
appointed as director of the bone marrow aspirate lab. In this role he will be
optimizing the workflow and quality of the bone marrow aspirates. Dr. Azim
was previously at New York University and Cairo Diagnostics, and is board
certified not only in Hematopathology but also in Molecular Diagnostics. Dr.
Dulau comes to us from the National Institutes of Health, and has extensive
research experience, with a special interest in myeloid malignancies and
bone marrow failure. As the Director of Hematopathology, Dr. Duffield is an
internationally recognized hematopathologist who was previously on the
faculty at Johns Hopkins Hospital and Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center. Her expertise in acute lymphoblastic leukemia and non-neoplastic
lymph node pathology is an acclaimed welcome, both to the division and

Department of Pathology, Molecular and Cell-Based Medicine as a whole.

An integral part of the Hematopathology division, the Flow Cytometry

Laboratory has undergone exciting new developments in recent years. Under

the leadership of Drs. Wei Cai and Hemant Joshi, and with the support of Drs.

Hussein and Duffield, the lab has implemented advanced multiparameter
flow cytometry assays for immunophenotyping, streamlined the workflow to
ensure efficient and rapid turn-around time, and established forums for
laboratory technologist and trainee education. In 2024, the lab processed
over 26,000 lymphocyte subset samples, approximately 7300 leukemia /
lymphoma samples and nearly 900 samples for CD34 counts, with continued

increase in volume anticipated for 2025.

Efforts are also underway to expand the test menu to provide
enhanced diagnostic services that further support our oncology
colleagues, including implementation of the multiple myeloma
measurable / minimal residual disease (MRD) flow cytometry assay that
was approved by the New York State Department of Health in 2024.
The lab’s commitment to excellence is further demonstrated by a 100%
pass rate on CAP proficiency tests and zero deficiencies reported in
both CAP and New York State inspections performed in 2024.

In the realm of digital pathology, the Division of Hematopathology
has begun implementing digitization of bone marrow aspirate smear
slides using the recently FDA-cleared Scopio X100HT imaging system
with artificial intelligence support. This innovative initiative, which was
spearheaded by Dr. Salib, marks a significant milestone, continuing our
department’s preeminence in image analysis and digital pathology
within diagnostic practices. The integration of this technology will
enhance diagnostic accuracy, improve turnaround times, and foster
new collaborative opportunities in clinical practice and research within
the Mount Sinai Health System. The Hematopathology Fellowship
program, under the direction of Dr. Hussein and with the assistance of
Drs. Salib and Azim, and Scott Goldfarb, has also seen tremendous
growth, including the recent addition of a second ACGME approved 1-
year fellowship position. The division manages a large volume of
clinical cases, and the diversity and case complexity at MSH fuels the
faculty’s enthusiasm, paving the way for opportunities for teaching,
mentoring, and scholarly pursuits. Additionally, observerships within the
Hematopathology division are frequently requested by trainees and
medical students from both the Icahn School of Medicine and external
institutions. Over the past two years, under the mentorship of the
Hematopathology faculty members, our residents and fellows have
been selected for platform and poster presentations at several
national and international conferences, including the New York
Hematopathology Group Meeting, Atlantic Regional Hematopathology
Society, Society for Hematopathology, and European Association for
Hematopathology. Our faculty takes immense pride in the growth and
accomplishments of the fellows and residents during their time in

Hematopathology.

The Flow Lab Team headed by Dr. Joshi Hemant and Dr. Wei Cai (2 and 3 from the bottom left)

The accomplishments of recent years are attributable to the efforts of the
division's entire feam of dedicated hematopathologists, skilled laboratory
scientists and technologists, and supportive administrative staff. A cornerstone
of the division’s success is its commitment fo integrating advanced diagnostic
methods / tools fo provide the best patient care and fostering collaborative
relationships. The Division of Hematopathology has flourished into a division
that stands out for its excellence in diagnostics, education and research, and

we are looking forward to continuing progress and diagnostic excellence.



SPOTLIGHT ON:

TRANSFUSION MEDICINE SERVICES

By Dr. Camelia lancu-Rubin

ransfusion Medicine is a comprehensive branch in the

Department of Pathology, Molecular and Cell-Based

Medicine that plays a crucial role within the Mount Sinai
Health System by providing necessary and sometimes life-saving
blood transfusions, therapeutic apheresis procedures and cellular
therapies, and ensure the safety and efficacy of these treatments.
Transfusion Medicine faculty oversees Blood Bank services at all
sites across Mount Sinai Health System and the Apheresis and
Cellular Therapy services at Mount Sinai Hospital. Our faculty
members work alongside medical laboratory scientists, nurses,
clinicians, and other health care providers across all medical
specialties to provide consultative services to help facilitate safe,
appropriate, and evidence-based transfusion practices. Transfusion
Medicine services follow strict regulatory standards and undergo
regular inspections to ensure patients and products safety and
quality compliance. Our laboratories and facilities are registered
with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, licensed by the New York
State Department of Health and accredited by the Association for
the Advancement of Blood & Biotherapies, the College of American
Pathologists, and the Foundation for the Accreditation of Cellular
Therapy.
The Blood Banks support both the inpatient and outpatient transfusion
services throughout the Mount Sinai Health System by providing over 70,000
units of blood, plasma, platelets, and derivatives for transfusion. Blood
transfusions are administered to patients for surgical, hemorrhagic, obstetric,
oncologic, or other medical indications. Blood bank physicians provide
clinical, quality, and regulatory oversight, pertaining to product storage, pre-
transfusion testing, transfusion appropriateness, and the identification,
classification, and management of adverse reactions of transfusion through
hemovigilance. The Blood Bank Laboratory performs testing and preparing
blood products to ensure the safest possible transfusion for our patients.
Testing includes ABO/Rh typing, antibody screening and/or identification,
and cross matching blood units in preparation for transfusion, in addition fo
higher level testing including platelet refractoriness work-ups and
phenotyping. We use the most advanced and automated methods of testing

to provide rapid, accurate test results.

The Apheresis Service at the Mount Sinai Hospital supports our clinical
teams in providing patients with effective therapies and life-saving
treatments using several different therapeutic apheresis procedures
including plasmapheresis, erythrocytapheresis, plateletpheresis, and
extracorporeal photopheresis. Furthermore, the apheresis service plays a
supportive role in cellular therapy through the collection of stem cells or
mononuclear cells for fransplantation or manufacturing of advanced cell
therapies. As physicians working hand in hand with a team of highly skilled
apheresis nurses, our Apheresis Service faculty and staff play a critical role in

providing procedural oversight of the service.

The Cellular Therapy Laboratory at Mount Sinai Hospital provides services
that enable more than 300 stem cell transplants and infusions of cell-based
therapies performed annually. The laboratory is responsible for processing,
storage and preparation for infusion of autologous and allogeneic cellular
therapy products including stem cells, immune effector cells and other cell-

based therapeutics.
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Transfusion Medicine and Cellular Therapy Faculty: from bottom left: Suzanne Arinsburg, DO,
Associate Professor & System Director, Blood Bank and Transfusion Services and Director, Blood
Bank and Transfusion Services Mount Sinai Hospital; Kristin Sticco, DO, Assistant Professor &
Director Blood Bank Mount Sinai South Nassau; Beth Raju, MD, Assistant Professor & Assistant
Director, Blood Bank and Transfusion Services Mount Sinai Hospital; from top left: Philip Howard,
MD, Assistant Professor & Director, Blood Bank Mount Sinai West and Morningside; Tayler Van
Denakker, MD Assistant Professor & Assistant Director, Blood Bank and Transfusion Services
Mount Sinai Hospital; Camelia lancu-Rubin, PhD, Professor & Director, Cellular Therapy
Laboratory Mount Sinai Hospital; lan Baine, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor & Assistant Director,
Blood Bank and Transfusion Services and Director, Apheresis Services, Mount Sinai Hospital; not
pictured, Kathleen Leonard, MD, Assistant Professor & Director, Blood Bank Mount Sinai Brooklyn
and The Blavatinik Family Chelsea Cancer Center”.

We perform thousands of procedures annually including but not limited to
processing of bone marrow, peripheral and cord blood stem cells, handling
FDA-approved and investigational cell-based therapies, performing quality
control festing, cryopreservation, managing inventory and storage of
thousands of cryopreserved cellular therapy products in safe and controlled
conditions, and preparation of cell products for infusion. Our Laboratory
contributes to delivering new and promising cell-based approaches to the
bedside for treating diseases and conditions that were previously difficult to
manage or incurable.

Current research focuses on improving blood storage methods, developing
arfificial blood substitutes, and enhancing transfusion safety. Similarly,
innovative approaches are being evaluated to improve cell isolation and
expansion techniques, storage and development of gene and cell therapies.
In addition to attending standard of care, Transfusion Medicine faculty and
staff are directly involved in clinical research efforts dedicated to bringing

groundbreaking treatments to our patients.



Honored for Excellence:

Dr. Carlos Cordon-Cardo Receives @ EM.D\CH\/\
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the Prestigious Latido Award
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i
Dr. Carlos Cordon-Cardo received the “Latido //a\/h(jo \ EXEELENC\A

Award for Excellence” from Medicina Responsable, a
distinguished recognition granted annually in Spain
to honor transformative contributions to medicine
and society. This award reflects a lifetime dedicated
to advancing personalized medicine, particularly in
service of patients with cancer. It recognizes our
collective efforts in pioneering research into
mechanisms of drug resistance and the
individualization of therapeutic strategies; the vision
and clinical implementation of molecular pathology
as a cornerstone of modern diagnostics; the
integration of artificial intelligence and digital
pathology into routine practice; our international
contributions during the COVID-19 pandemic; and
our ongoing commitment to building sustainable
healthcare infrastructures in low-resource nations,
such as the work underway in Guyana, which is now
receiving increasing international attention. The
award ceremony took place in Madrid, Spain on June
19, 2025.

Trailblazing Medicine: Lauren Singelakis Among the
Top 50 Women Leaders in Medicine, 2024

Lauren Singelakis is currently the Vice President of Laboratory Operations, at
the Department of Pathology, Molecular & Cell-Based Medicine for the Mount Sinai
Health System in New York City. In her current role, she has operational and
financial oversight for seven hospital-based laboratories as well as multiple system
ambulatory labs. Here, she strives to develop and implement innovative initiatives;
delivering system efficiency and exceptional quality.

Prior to joining the Mt Sinai Health System, Ms. Singelakis spent 9 years at
Westchester Medical Center where she established and grew a revenue-generating
outreach business for the lab. In addition, she and her team in-sourced Blood Bank
and Transfusion Medicine; a service that was previously vendor-managed for 40+
years.

Ahead of this role, Lauren dedicated 13 years of her career to Public Health, serving as the Senior
Virologist for the Westchester County Department of Laboratories and Research. There, she honed her skillset
in laboratory medicine. One of her team’s most notable accomplishments was isolating a strain of Influenza
that was characterized by exceptional growth properties and utilized for the 2005-2006 Northern Hemisphere
vaccine & 2006 Southern Hemisphere vaccine. In addition, she led teams that worked on the creation of West
Nile Virus testing and collaborated with the CDC and WHO during the 2009 HINT Swine Flu Pandemic.

Lauren’s interest and passion for laboratory medicine began in the late 1990’s when she joined Montefiore
Medical Center as a Laboratory Technologist; working on the early iteration of PCR for HIV Viral Load. Here she
was not only intrigued by the science but the functionality of the laboratory as a whole.

She remains an advocate of supporting young women in STEM and served as a mentor in the “Her Honor”
program founded by Judge Judy Sheindlin. Lauren is committed to educating the next generation of laboratory
scientists and served on the planning and curriculum committee for the development of the Clinical
Laboratory Science Master's Program at New York Medical College; where she was also an instructor. She
currently serves as a board member for the New York State Clinical Laboratory Association and the Alumni
Council for Mercy University. Ms. Singelakis’ scientific knowledge coupled with her drive for operational
excellence has forged her career pathways and led to her success.

Lauren earned a Bachelor’'s Degree in Biology from Manhattan College in 1996 and an MS in Health Care
Management from Mercy University in 2018. She is currently pursuing certification as a Diplomate in
Laboratory Management by the American Society for Clinical Pathology.
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MSH Team from L to R: Weijie Li, Hayden Harris, Jeremy Littlefield,
Shariah Pope, Liuba Correa, Shevaun Solomon and Audrey Ramirez
(not in picture: MSH-ISOM grossing PAs - Caridad Fortune, Ma Theresa
Alcantara, Raima Pavana, Sumreen Gul, Henry Chanderdatt, Shamim
(Ahmed) Shamim, Celeste Prado Trinidad, Mohammed Zaman, Nhan
Ngyuyen and Hilal Khan.

ith more than 100,000 specimens being processed

monthly, amounting to millions of slides/digital scans

produced yearly, it is duly appropriate and deserving to
take an in-depth look at the ‘heart and soul” of this Pathology
machine behemoth of Mount Sinai: the Grossing Hubs at Mount Sinai
Morningside (MSM) and at Mount Sinai Hospital (MSH). Pathology
dissection and microscopic analysis of specimens represent the
historic starting point of all Pathology reporting. From complex
surgical specimens to the many diverse minute biopsies, with
specimens originating from all of our System Hospitals to include
Mount Sinai West (MSW), Mount Sinai Brooklyn, Mount Sinai Queens,
and Mount Sinai Nassau, suffice it to say we have the most top
notch, world class grossing Pathologists Assistants (PA) teams. The
Mount Sinai Department of Pathology grossing operation is
completely centralized at these sophisticated cutting-edge Grossing
Hubs at MSM and MSH. Each Grossing Hub is equipped with state-
of-the-art brand new grossing stations, each offering the most
updated computer hardware /connectivity, dissecting instruments, AV
connections and sophisticated hydraulics. The stations are occupied
by the two PA Grossing Teams. Both teams represent the pumping
heart of our Pathology machine (along with our world class Residents
of course), producing the very essential initial step of specimen
processing that feeds our world renown 100% fully Digitized
Pathology System

At MSM, the team is headed by Chinelo Okpaleke (CJ). | had a
moment to talk to CJ recently asking her what really motivated her to
be a Pathology PA, her answer was very touching: “During my senior
year of undergrad, | came across an article about a Pathologist who
discovered a new brain lesion in football players, now known as CTE.
That sparked my passion for understanding how diseases manifest
and impact the human body. | became especially drawn to the role
of a PA because it allows me to learn constantly while applying my
skills in a hands-on setting. | take pride in the responsibility we have
to accurately describe the pathology of lesions—often those that
can't be identified by scans alone—and to contribute meaningful

insight into each patient’s case”;

MSM Team from L to R, first row: Heather Bool, Margeaux Villarosa, Mark Choi,
Mariana Salibhanna. Back row, L to R: Pedrica Belizaire, Chinelo (CJ) Okpaleke,
Andre Savaille

L, The MSM & MSH Grossing
Hubs.. An Ih—Dertk ook

by Dr. Ippolito Modica

CJ went on to praise the accomplishments the team at MSM headed
by her have achieved in record time “In May 2024, | stepped into the
role of Acting PA Operations Manager at MSM, after previously
serving as the Travel PA for the grossing site. When the MSM grossing
hub first launched, we had only three active PAs processing around
100 specimens daily from South Nassau, MSW, 10 Union, and MSM.
Since then, our operations have grown significantly”, she says.
Indeed, we appreciate the passion and hard work, of CJ and all her
MSM PA Grossing team members Heather Bool, Margeaux
Villarosa, Mark Choi, Mariana Salibhanna, Andre Savaille,

Pedrica Belizaire, Kenelia Mclean.

At MSH, the team is headed by Jeremy Littlefield (Jerr). | also
had a moment to track down Jeremy and asked him what motivated
him to be a Pathology PA: “I always had an interest in anatomy and
searching for graduate-level anatomy programs | stumbled across
Drexel's pathologists' assistant program. | shadowed a PA and then
applied to Drexel.” Jeremy also then commented on the equally
tremendous advancements the Grossing Hub at MSH has achieved
and recently underwent while at the helm: “We have gotten several
new state-of-the-art grossing stations and are on the cusp of
starting whole mounting prostates.” The MSH PA Grossing team
members include Bing Miller, Weijie Li, Shariah Pope, Kahlil
Goldson, Hayden Harris, Liuba Correa, Shevaun Solomon and
Audrey Ramirez. MSH-ISOM team includes; Caridad Fortune, Ma.
Theresa Alcantara, Raima Pavana, Sumreen Gul, Henry
Chanderdatt, Shamim (Ahmed) Shamim, Celeste Prado Trinidad,
Mohammed Zaman, Nhan Nguyen and Hilal Khan. Both MSH and
MSH ISOM teams are undoubtedly a hardworking and passionate

teams as well.

Please take a moment and say hello and express some appreciation

when visiting these sites in your very busy schedules!
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Invited Speaker: Precision in Practice: Essential Strategies for Genomic Testing in NSCLC. USCAP
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hospital and health system working group update. March 26, 2025 Washington, DC.
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Respiratory Institute November 8 2024 Topic: Challenging cases in interstitial lung disease—the
importance of multidisciplinary discussion. New York, New York

Invited panelist: 14" Conference on Early Lung Cancer Research on Treatment, September 21,
2024. Topics: Defining recurrence and options for treatment; Consideration for Updating
Staging and Treatment for Early Stage Lung Cancer. New York, New York.

Invited speaker: Pulmonary pathology of systemic diseases including vasculitis and IgG4-related
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Validation and Approval Process of Laboratory Developed Tests {LDT) in New York State-Example
of Biochemical Genetic Testing” Baylor Genetics Department, September 12, 2024

v IEL regulation of the intestinal barrier. Vanderbilt Digestive Disease Research Center Seminar
Series. Nashville, TN. October 8, 2024.
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“Late liver allograft dysfunction”. Laennec Annual Meeting, Milan, ltaly. May 23, 2025
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Grand Rounds, Houston Methodist, Houston, TX, May &, 2025.
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“COVID Hepatopathy: What we have learned”. International Academy of Pathology, Cancun,
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Pathology at the Core: Enhancing Translational Research in Neurodegenerative Diseases. Mount
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Genetic risk in PSP in different populations. Tau Global Conference, London England, April 25,
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Ductal adenocarcinoma of the prostate. International Congress on Frontiers in Urologic
Oncology and Uropathology. Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India. January 10-12, 2025

New and recently described pink cell tumors of the kidney and judicial use of
immunohistochemistry for work-up. 35™ Annual Meeting of the Royal Society of Pathologists of
Thailand. Bangkok, Thailand, February 26-28, 2025. (Virtual)

Prostate Cancer Pathology 2025. 2" Surgical Pathology and Cytopathology Summit. Dubai,
UAE, April 121, 2025,

Diagnoses of the Testicular Tumors that You Want to Get Right: A Case-based Tutorial. 2nd
Surgical Pathology and Cytopathology Summit. Dubai, UAE, April 12th, 2025.

Optimizing Immunohistochemistry and Molecular Testing in Urothelial Carcinomas: A Practical
Guide for Surgical Pathologists. 2nd Surgical Pathology and Cytopathology Summit. Dubai, UAE,
April 12th, 2025.

Prostate Cancer Pathology 2024. The Ohio State University Department of Pathology Update
Course. Columbus, OH, October 10-11, 2024.

Pathology of the Testicular Germ Cell Tumors: An Update. The Ohio State University Department
of Pathology Update Course. Columbus, OH, October 10-11, 2024.

Fifty Shades of Pink: New and Recently Described Oncocytic Tumors of the Kidney. California
Society of Pathologists - CSP 2024 Annual Meeting: Seminars in Pathology, San Francisco,
CA,12/03-07/2024

Pattern based Diagnosis and Classification of Renal Tumors. California Society of Pathologists -
CSP 2024 Annual Meeting: Seminars in Pathology, San Francisco, CA, 12/03-07/2024

Prostate Cancer Pathology 2025. Florida Society of Pathologists 2025 Annual Pathology
Conference, Orlando, FL, February 14-16, 2025

Fifty Shades of Pink: New and Recently Described Oncocytic Tumors of the Kidney. Florida
Society of Pathologists 2025 Annual Pathology Conference, Orlando, FL, February 14-16, 2025

Pathology of Bladder Cancer: A Comprehensive Diagnostic Approach. New and Recently
Described Oncocytic Tumors of the Kidney. Florida Society of Pathologists 2025 Annual
Pathology Conference, Orlando, FL, February 14-16, 2025

Urological Pathology Practice in the Eyes of Genitourinary Pathology Society (GUPS) Presidents.
Palm Springs, CA, January 22-24, 2025 (6 hours).

“Pearls in the Diagnosis of Lower Gl Tract Infections” Southern California Permanente Medical
Group (SCPMG). Anatomic Pathology Diagnostic Mastery Series. Los Angeles, California, USA.
October 1, 2024

“Collagenous Colitis and Collagenous Gastritis: Exploring Their Shared and Distinct
Pathogeneses”, Department of Pathology at Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, NY. June 2024

Grand Rounds, Baylor Pathology Citywide Grand Rounds, Department of Pathology
&lmmunology at Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, April 2025.

“Factors Underlying Rapid Progression and Resilience in Patients with High-Level
ADNC" American Association of Neuropathologists, Minneapolis, MN, USA. June 20, 2025

“The Latest on Histological Diagnosis of EoE and non-EoE EGIDs”
EoExcellence (Mount Sinai Center for Eosinophilic Disorders)

Multidisciplinary Advances and Personalized Strategies for the Management of EoE and other
Eosinophilic Gastrointestinal Disorders. New York, NY, USA. June 30, 2025



Invited Talks - continued

Nadejda Tsankova, MD, PhD

Jaime Walker, MD, PhD

Stephen Ward MD, PhD

Yuxin Liu, MD, PhD

Awards

Carlos Cordon-Cardo, MD, PhD

Kurt Farrell, PhD

Recognition

NYC-NCI Postdoctoral Symposium “Biology of glioblastoma invasion: A Single-Cell Level Analysis
of Core vs. Infiltrating Edge” (oral presentation selection, senior author)

TCI Cancer Mechanisms, “Dynamics of Glioblastoma Infiltration: Spatial Multi-Omics Analysis
from Core to Margin”, April 3, 2025 (invited lecturer)

Plasma biomarker and spatial proteomic studies of mixed pathology cases. AANP 2025:
Platform Presentation. Minneapolis, MN

Spatial proteomic comparison of the hippocampi in AD, PART, and CTE. Tau 2024 International
Conference. Washington, DC

Spatial proteomic differences between AD, PART, and CTE in the hippocampus. AD/PD 2024.
Lisbon, Portugal

Inclusions in Hepatocellular Carcinoma. Laennec Liver Pathology Society Annual Meeting, Milan,
[taly, May 22, 2025.

Europe Anal Cancer Screening Taskforce: SISCCA from a pathology perspective. September
2024, Webinar.

Anogenital Squamous Cell Carcinoma: Updated Screening Guidelines and Diagnostic
Challenges. Yale School of Medicine, Department of Pathology. November 2024, Webinar.
Anogenital Squamous Cell Carcinoma: Updated Screening Guidelines and Diagnostic
Challenges. New York University, Department of Pathology, New York, NY, January 2025.
Multizonal anogenital neoplasia in women with genital precancer and cancer: baseline findings
from a prospective clinical trial. EUROGIN INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY HPV CONGRESS,
Porto, Portugal, March 2025.

Implementation Essentials: Anal cancer screening referral Algorithm, HRA Clinic Setup, and
Surveillance. Enhancing Diagnostic Excellence: Collaboration with Cytologists and Pathologists.
American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology Annual Scientific Meeting (ASCCP).
April 2025, San Diego, CA,

International Anal Neoplasia Society (IANS): Atypical non-SCC anal cancers. May 2025,
Webinar.

High-resolution anoscopy Clinical Workshop: Involving Referring Providers and Pathology in Your
HRA Service. June 2025, London, UK.

Challenges in Consistent Histological Diagnosis of Superficially Invasive Anal Squamous Cell
Carcinoma. June 2025, London, UK, International Anal Neoplasia Society (IANS) Annual Scientific
Meeting

ScholarGPS Highly Ranked Scholars™ - Placed in the top 0.05% of all scholars worldwide
(over 200 countries and over 30 million academic, industrial, and government scholars}

Member, Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Honor Society

“Premio Latido de Excelencia de Medicina Responsible,” Madrid, Spain.

Publication of the year, from the Alzheimer's Association and The Frontotemporal
Dementia and Related Disorders interest group. Publication title “Genetic, transcriptomic,

histological, and biochemical analysis of progressive supranuclear palsy implicates glial
activation and novel risk genes”

Hard working Pathology staff received the “Beyond the Badge” recognition from the
Mount Sinai Health System. Beyond the Badge is a recognition event created to further
acknowledge and celebrate the hard working employees.
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Nabeel Borazan, MD

Dr. Nabeel Borazan began his medical journey by earning an MD degree from the University of Baghdad, College of
Medicine in 2003. In 2018, he earned a second MD from Xavier University School of Medicine in Aruba. He completed his
AP/CP residency at Mount Sinai West/Morningside, followed by a Fellowship in Liver Pathology at Mount Sinai Hospital.
Now working as an attending pathologist with a focus on Liver and Gastrointestinal Pathology, Dr. Borazan combines his
diagnostic expertise with a strong commitment to education and collaboration. His decision to specialize in liver pathology
stemmed from a deep interest in the intersection of histopathology and clinical medicine-an area where each case is a
complex puzzle involving both microscopic detail and patient-centered context. He is passionate about supporting clinicians
in understanding disease processes and guiding optimal treatment strategies. Dr. Borazan credits the exceptional training
and mentorship he received at Mount Sinai for shaping his practice and reinforcing his commitment to academic medicine.
Outside the microscope, Dr. Borazan enjoys photography and art; he is also captivated by Mesopotamian history. At home,
he proudly holds the title of “Dinosaur, Lego and Peppa Pig expert,” a distinction earned thanks to his three-year-old son.

Quintus Chess, MD

Dr. Chess did his AP only residency at New York Presbyterian-Weill Cornell and his Fellowship in Cytopathology at
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. He joins our department as Associate Professor in Pathology and Co-Director of
the FNA (fine needle aspiration) biopsy clinic at Union Square, where they are “interventional cytologists.” For many years,
Dr. Chess has focused on FNA and that is his main interest in Pathology. Dr. Chess is a particularly strong advocate for
ROSE (rapid on-site evaluation) for FNA and anticipates its digitalization and tele-cytology applications. A favorite Cytology
aphorism that Dr. Chess wants to close with is the following from Rudolf Virchow: “Omni Cellula e cellula.”

Ritu Gupta, MD

Before heading up to the Northeast, Dr. Ritu Gupta was in @ much sunnier climate for medical school, earning her MD
from University of Miami Miller School of Medicine. She then decided the Northeast was the perfect place to do her GME
training, completing her AP/CP residency at Montefiore Medical Center, her Renal Pathology Fellowship at Brigham and
Women's Hospital, and her GU Pathology Fellowship at Johns Hopkins Hospital. Moving back to New York City, Dr. Gupta
is now part of our Department as Assistant Professor of Pathology, Renal and Genitourinary Pathologist, the Residency
Rotation Director for Renal Pathology, and the Associate Program Director for the Renal Pathology Fellowship. Dr. Gupta is
most interested in studying glomerular disease pathophysiology and the interplay of renal neoplastic disease and medical
renal disease. She is also actively interested in Undergraduate and Graduate Pathology education. When not busy signing
out cases, Dr. Gupta pursues plenty of hobbies, including hiking, paddle boarding, going to concerts/festivals/comedy
shows, and spending time with family & friends. Dr. Gupta isn’t just interested in watching concerts; she also played music
with classmates at charity events, the equivalent of the “white coat ceremony,” and a medical student conference during
medical school.

Syed Hoda, MD
Dr. Syed Hoda joins the Department as Clinical Professor and Attending Pathologist in the Breast Service. He is a graduate

of Dow Medical College. Following medical school and moving to the U.S., Dr. Hoda underwent anatomic and clinical
pathology residency training at Tulane University Hospitals in New Orleans and fellowship training in oncological surgical
pathology as well as cytopathology at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. Following his Fellowship training, he joined
New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center (now New York Presbyterian Hospital-Weill Cornell Medical Center) as Assistant
Professor, and over the years, he attained the rank of Professor. Dr Hoda has an abiding interest in breast pathology, and
has published extensively on the topic. He was the lead author of the last several editions of Rosen’s Breast Pathology and
Rosen’s Diagnosis of Breast Pathology by Needle Core Biopsy. Outside of work, Dr Hoda likes to draw, paint, and indulge in
calligraphy.

Sonali Lanjewar, MD

While currently working at Montefiore Medical Center as Assistant Professor of Pathology and Director of Gynecologic
Pathology, we're also fortunate to have Dr. Sonali Lanjewar working in our department in a remote only position as
Associate Clinical Professor for the Breast Service. Dr. Lanjewar went to medical school at Grant Medical College in
Mumbai, India. After medical school and moving to the U.S., Dr. Lanjewar did her residency at SUNY Health Science
Center in Brooklyn and her Fellowship in Women’s Health Pathology at Montefiore Medical Center. Dr. Lanjewar main
area of research is focused on chemotherapy treated breast carcinoma. Outside of work, Dr. Lanjewar is a trained Indian
classical dancer and enjoys practicing it regularly and absolutely loves playing tennis. Dr. Lanjewar also enjoys the pursuit
of knowledge, learning a new skill every year since fellowship. This has led to her learning about pottery, knitting, and
learning ballroom dancing at the Fred Astaire Dance Center. This year, the skill that Dr. Lanjewar is reading about is the
basics of finance.

Aryeh Stock, MD

For those keeping track, this is the third year in a row that Dr. Stock is being introduced in this newsletter. Dr. Stock’s
relationship with Mount Sinai began on his birthday in the Kravis Children’s Hospital. In the intervening years he attended
the lcahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, completed his residency at the Mount Sinai Hospital, worked as an Instructor
in our division of Autopsy, and completed his fellowship in Gl Pathology at the Mount Sinai Hospital. Dr. Stock now rejoins
our faculty as an Assistant Professor for the divisions of Gastrointestinal Pathology and Autopsy and will be continuing his
research in Computational Pathology and Al. Fun fact: In spite of the overwhelming evidence, Dr. Stock is not the eponym
for Stockholm syndrome.
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Ming Zhou, MD, PhD

Dr. Ming Zhou has come to Mount Sinai with a very illustrious pedigree. Initially, Dr. Zhou went to medical school at Fudan
University of Medicine in Shanghai, China. After medical school, Dr. Zhou moved to the U.S. to do his Pathology Residency
at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and his Fellowship in Surgical Pathology at Johns Hopkins Hospital. Post
training, Dr. Zhou was a member of the USCAP Board of Directors from 2021-2024 and has also served as the President
of the Genitourinary Pathology Society (GUPS). Dr. Zhou also authored over 200 peer-reviewed articles, 120 review articles
and book chapters, and also co-edited 8 textbooks on urological and prostate pathology. Thus, it's a great privilege to
have had Dr. Zhou join our department in 2024 in the roles as Professor of Pathology, Vice Chair for Oncological
Pathology, and Director of the Genitourinary Pathology Service and Fellowship. Dr. Zhou's research interests focus on
diagnostic urological pathology and the discovery and validation of tumor markers for urological malignancy. Outside of
academia, Dr. Zhou is an avid tennis player and loves to travel.

Allen Leung, MD
Dr. Allen Leung joins our department as Clinical Assistant Professor in Cytopathology. Dr. Leung went to medical school at

Stony Brook University and did his residency training at Montefiore Medical Center. After Residency, Dr. Leung did three
fellowships: Surgical Pathology at University of New Mexico, Cytopathology at SUNY Upstate, and Bone/Soft Tissue at
NYU. Academically, Dr. Leung is focused on all things cytopathology and FNA. Outside of work, Dr. Leung is interested in
staying updated on new technology trends. Whenever Dr. Leung tires of being in the Northeast, he takes the time to visit
Florida often and enjoys the sunshine there.

Elisabet Pujadas, MD, PhD

It is a great honor that one of our recent alums of our Residency Program, Dr. Elisabet Pujadas, has returned to the
Department to join us as Assistant Professor based in our Head and Neck Pathology division. A graduate of Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine, Dr. Pujadas came to Mount Sinai for an AP Only PSTEP Residency. After graduating from Residency,
Dr. Pujadas went to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center for two fellowships, Oncologic Surgical Pathology and
Molecular Genetic Pathology. Dr. Pujadas’ many research interests include spatial transcriptomics, epigenetics, technology
development in molecular pathology, thyroid, salivary gland, squamous cell carcinoma, and HLA as a tumor suppressor.
Ouitside of her academic interests, Dr. Pujadas is a fan of classical music and rock climbing. One amazing fact about Dr.
Pujadas is that her mom was the model for the Barcelona 1992 Olympic medals.

Beth Raju, MD

A welcome addition to our Blood Bank is Dr. Beth Raju, who joined our department as Assistant Professor and Assistant
Director of Blood Bank and Transfusion Services. Dr. Raju went to medical school at University of Oklahoma College of
Medicine and stayed at University of Oklahoma for her residency. Dr. Raju then moved to the Northeast for her Fellowship
in Transfusion Medicine at New York Blood Center/Weill Cornell. Her academic interests center on medical education, with
a focus on improving teaching and advancing educational initiatives within and across departments. She has a strong
interest in leadership development and contributing to initiatives that support academic growth and mentorship in medical
education. When she’s not in the Blood Bank, Dr. Raju can be spotted running, doing Pilates, and reading. Dr. Raju also
wanted it known on the record that she can be bribed with chocolate cake

Matthew Shapiro, MD

Dr. Matthew Shapiro is an Assistant Professor in Hematology/Coagulation and Hematopathology. Dr. Shapiro earned his
MD at St. George’s University School of Medicine and completed both his residency training in Clinical Pathology and
Fellowship training Hematopathology at Mount Sinai Hospital. Dr. Shapiro is Board Certified in Clinical Pathology and
Hematopathology. Dr. Shapiro’s expertise is in flow cytometry, hematology, coagulation, and laboratory management.
When not at work, he can be found on the basketball court. He is a loving uncle to three adorable nieces and one newborn
nephew!

Stephanie Shea, MD

We are incredibly happy to have Dr. Stephanie Shea return back to Mount Sinai as an Associate Professor specializing in
Pediatric Pathology after she did her AP/CP residency at Mount Sinai Hospital. Before she came to Mount Sinai, Dr. Shea
went to medical school at SUNY Downstate. After Mount Sinai, she moved to the Midwest for a Fellowship in Pediatric
Pathology at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center. Dr. Shea is interested in studying the placenta and pediatric
surgical pathology. When not working on pediatric pathology academia, Dr. Shea enjoys cooking, singing/dancing, and
spending time with family. Dr. Shea is also a big travel fan and is a Disney vacation club member.

Tingting Li, PhD

Not many people can name their favorite immune cells. For Dr. Tingting Li, she can answer very easily that her favorite
immune cells are y& T cells. A great new addition to our department’s Research Faculty, Dr. Li joins us as Instructor of
Pathology. Dr. Li did her PhD training in Peking University and, after moving to the U.S., did her Postdoc training at Weill
Cornell Medicine. Dr. Li's area of research focus is on studying microbe-host interaction. When not in the lab, Dr. Li loves
planting and photography.




Alive
Often and by many is the question asked,
“How are you today?”

Candid and genuine is my own morbid
response, “Alive.” The change is sudden, the
facial expression astray.

The remark is questioned with its misleading
confusion and clouded doubt.

Life and death, the codependent pair where
tensions do mount.

Granted is the life we take and temporarily
possess.

For some health remains. For others it’s the
opposite leading to physical and emotional
distress.

Anatomical deviations far from what is normal.
Medical interventions that prove we are complex
yet mortal.

Our brains, hearts, and other organ parts work
in conjunction.

Sometimes a bit too much, such as autoimmune
disorders which lead to self-destruction.
From blood in a vacutainer to a subcellular level
you can’t see.

To a family signing consent forms for their
loved one’s autopsy.

Intricate examinations through the branch of
pathology.

For this | continue to offer my response without
an apology.

Life's a journey with a turbulent drive.
Nonetheless, I’'m thankful for another day I'm
alive.

- Kim Argueta, MS

Department of Pathology, Molecular and Cell-Based Medicine
1468 Madison Ave., 15" flr., Annenberg Bldg. New York, NY

Editorial Team
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