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At the Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences,  
we are deeply invested in cultivating the next 

generation of scientists and health professionals 

who make a profound impact on human health 

both locally and globally.  Uniquely positioned 

within the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 

Sinai and the expansive Mount Sinai Health 

System, we are a preeminent graduate school 

and research center known for transformative 

research and innovate education.

The lab coat is a symbol of professionalism and 

authority in the sciences. The students receiving 

their coats today have begun their journey and 

we look to recognize the achievements and 

progress they have made in their research.

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

■ ■ ■

■ ■ ■

Monday, October 25, 2021

4 – 5 pm

Goldwurm Auditorium

Reception to follow
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R O S T E R  R E A D E R S

Matthew O’Connell, PhD
Senior Associate Dean for Curriculum, Recruitment, and Admission;  

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Professor, Oncological Sciences

Margaret Baron, MD, PhD
Senior Associate Dean for MD/PhD Education 

Professor, Medicine, Hematology, and Oncology

Professor, Oncological Sciences

Professor, Cell, Developmental, and Regenerative Biology

Talia Swartz , MD, PhD
Associate Dean for MD/PhD Education

Assistant Professor, Medicine, Infectious Diseases 

Assistant Professor, Medical Education

O A T H  R E A D E R

Basil Hanss, PhD
Senior Associate Dean for Student Affairs and Career Development;  

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Associate Dean for Graduate School Well-Being and Resilience;  
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 

Associate Professor, Medicine, Nephrology 

Associate Professor, Medical Education 

Associate Professor, Pharmacological Sciences

C L O S I N G  R E M A R K S

Marta Filizola, PhD
Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Sharon & Frederick A. Klingenstein-Nathan G. Kase, MD Professor 

Department of Pharmacological Sciences

Nash Family Department of Neuroscience

R E C E S S I O N A L

M A S T E R  O F  C E R E M O N I E S

Marta Filizola, PhD
Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Sharon & Frederick A. Klingenstein-Nathan G. Kase, MD Professor 

Department of Pharmacological Sciences

Nash Family Department of Neuroscience

W E L C O M E

Eric Nestler, MD, PhD
Dean for Academic and Scientific Affairs

Director, Friedman Brain Institute

Nash Family Professor, Nash Family Department of Neuroscience

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

Ravi Iyengar, PhD
Director, Mount Sinai Institute for Systems Biomedicine

Dorothy H. and Lewis Rosenstiel Professor, Pharmacological Sciences

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

Padmini Rangamani, PhD
Professor, Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering

University of California, San Diego

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
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George Huntley, PhD 

Director of Neuroscience Program,  

Professor, Neuroscience

Doris Germain, PhD 

Co-Director, Cancer Biology  

Professor, Oncological Sciences, Medicine, 

Hematology and Medical Oncology

James J. Manfredi, PhD 

Co-Director, Cancer Biology ,  

Professor, Oncological Sciences

Florence Marlow, PhD 

Co-Director, Development,  

Regeneration, and Stem Cells

Associate Professor, Cell, Developmental,  

and Regenerative Biology

Robert Krauss, PhD

Co-Director, Development, Regeneration,  

and Stem Cells,  

Professor, Cell, Developmental, and 

Regenerative Biology, Oncological Sciences

Laura Huckins, PhD 

Co-Director, Genetics and Genomic Sciences 

Assistant Professor, Genetics  

and Genomic Sciences, Psychiatry

Jonathan Karr, PhD 

Co-Director, Genetics and Genomic Sciences 

Assistant Professor, Genetic  

and Genomic Sciences

Jeremiah Faith, PhD 

Co-Director, Immunology 

Associate Professor, Clinical Immunology, 

Genetics and Genomic Sciences
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M U L T I D I S C I P L I N A R Y  T R A I N I N G  A R E A 
D I R E C T O R S

Konstantina Alexandropoulos, PhD 

Co-Director, Immunology 

Associate Professor, Clinical Immunology,  

Liver Diseases

Jean Lim, PhD 

Co-Director, Microbiology 

Associate Professor, Microbiology

Domenico Tortorella, PhD 

Co-Director, Microbiology 

Professor, Microbiology

Avner Schlessinger, PhD

Co-Director, Pharmacology  

and Therapeutics Discovery 

Associate Professor, Pharmacological Sciences

Eric Sobe, PhD 

Co-Director, Pharmacology  

and Therapeutics Discovery 

Senior Associate Dean,  

Programmatic Development 

Professor, Pharmacological Sciences

Alan Seifert, PhD 

Co-Director, Artificial Intelligence and Emerging 

Technologies in Medicine 

Assistant Professor, Diagnostics, Molecular,  

and Interventional Radiology

Hayit Greenspan, PhD 

Co-Director, Artificial Intelligence and  

Emerging Technologies in Medicine  

Professor, Diagnostics, Molecular,  

and Interventional Radiology 

Director, BMEII AI Core

2 0 2 0  L A B  C O A T  S P O N S O R S

The Mount Sinai Alumni Association,  

the Mount Science Office of Alumni and Development,  

and the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences  

gratefully acknowledges our alumni supporters who welcomed 

our newest students to science and medicine  

with the gift of a Lab Coat.

The challenges presented to us in 2020 do not compare  

to the strength, fortitude, and resilience we have seen from  

the students who joined us. Though this presentation of lab coats 

has been delayed by a year, this should in no way diminish the hard 

work and research they have done or the accomplishments they 

have achieved. We look forward to continuing to celebrate the 

milestones of this class.    



2021 PhD Class
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The Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences 

at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

Celebrates Our PhD and MSTP Students 

Who Joined the Academic Research Community in 2020 and 

Whose Achievements and Progress in Research 

are Celebrated Today

Faith Adams
Neuroscience
Fairleigh Dickinson  
University, Teaneck

Gabrielle Altman
Biomedical Sciences
Washington University

Elisa Arceci
Biomedical Sciences
Università degli Studi di
Urbino Carlo Bo

Kristina Atanasoff
Biomedical Sciences
University of Maryland  
Baltimore County

Erika Barrall
Biomedical Sciences
University of California  
San Diego

Luca Brambilla
Biomedical Sciences
Marshall University

Emily Bramel
Biomedical Sciences
Lindenwood University

Meagan Branch
Biomedical Sciences
Elon College

Yonina Bykov
Biomedical Sciences
University of Hartford

Lauren Chang
Biomedical Sciences
University of California  
San Diego

Eva Chebishev
Biomedical Sciences
Ithaca College

Anisha Cooke
Biomedical Sciences
University of  
Massachusetts, Amherst

Giulia Crosio
Biomedical Sciences
Fairfield Univeristy

Winston Cuddleston
Biomedical Sciences
University of Nevada 
Reno

Ashley Cunningham
Biomedical Sciences
Columbia University

Federico Di Tullio
Biomedical Sciences
University of Pavia

Lauren Dierdorff
Neuroscience
Tulane University

Tasneem Ebrahim
Biomedical Sciences
Barnard College

Alba Escalera
Biomedical Sciences
Polytechnic University  
of Madrid

Alexandra Fink
Neuroscience
Duke University

Trevonn Gyles
Biomedical Sciences
Morehouse College

Jonathan Haydak
Biomedical Sciences
University of Florida

Emma Hays
Neuroscience
University of  
Massachusetts, Boston

Bik Tzu Huang
Biomedical Sciences
John Jay College of  
Criminal Justice

Pushkala Jayaraman
Biomedical Sciences
R V College of 
Engineering

Emily Kozik
Neuroscience 
Grinnell College

Carisse Lansiquot 
Biomedical Sciences 
Morgan State University

Veronica Lennon 
Neuroscience
SUNY Binghampton

Anina Lund 
Neuroscience 
University of California 
Berkeley

Thelma Mashaka 
Biomedical Sciences 
Cottey College

Jaime Mateus-Tique 
Biomedical Sciences 
Aix-Marseille Universite

Sam McConnell 
Neuroscience
Grinnell College

Alexandra Munch 
Neuroscience 
Kalamazoo College

Hong Ha Nguyen 
Biomedical Sciences 
Case Western Reserve  
University

Mehek Ningoo 
Biomedical Sciences 
University of Mumbai

Sarah Philipi 
Neuroscience 
University of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee

Paul Philipsberg 
Neuroscience
SUNY Stony Brook

Ashley Reid 
Biomedical Sciences 
University College 
London

Mikaela Rosen 
Biomedical Sciences 
University of Richmond 
Westhampton College

Christos Sazeides
Biomedical Sciences
Florida Institute of  
Technology

Rebecca Signer
Biomedical Sciences
University of California
Los Angeles

Ivan Soler
Neuroscience
Vassar College

Collin Spencer
Biomedical Sciences
Georgia Institute  
of Technology

David Stein
Biomedical Sciences
Northeastern University

Arielle Strasser
Biomedical Sciences
McGill University

Prerna Suri
Biomedical Sciences
Amity University

Karen Therrien
Neuroscience
George Mason University

Abishek Balachandra  
Vaidya
Biomedical Sciences
Visvesvaraya  
Technological University

Sarah Williams
Neuroscience
Northeastern University

Miranda Wilson
Biomedical Sciences
Seattle University

Janice Yang
Biomedical Sciences
Rutgers University

Yue Zhong
Biomedical Sciences
Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology

2020 MD/PhD Research Class

Matthew Challman
Neuroscience
Fordham University

Jessica Crowley
Neuroscience
College of William
and Mary

Brandon Dale
Biomedical Sciences
Brown University

Justin Frere
Biomedical Sciences
University of Arizona

DeAnalisa Jones 
Biomedical Sciences
Columbia University

Matthew Lin 
Biomedical Sciences 
University of 
Connecticut

Adam Marks 
Biomedical Sciences 
McGill University

 Matthew Park 
Biomedical Sciences 
Georgetown University

Aum Patel 
Biomedical Sciences 
University of Florida

Gabrielle Price 
Neuroscience 
Spelman College

Jeremy Sherman
Neuroscience
Columbia University

Michelle Tran
Biomedical Sciences
Rice University

Chittampalli 
Yashaswini
Biomedical Sciences
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology

Nicole Zatorski
Biomedical Sciences
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology
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O A T H  F O R  D O C T O R A L  S T U D E N T S

With my Doctor of Philosophy, I willingly pledge to uphold 
the highest levels of integrity, professionalism, scholarship, 
and honor.

I will conduct my research and professional endeavors  
with honesty and objectivity.

I will apply the highest standards of rigor and respect for 
the generation and application of knowledge, and fully 
acknowledge the contributions of others.

I will not allow financial gain or ambition to cloud my 
judgement or decision-making or cause harm to society  
or subjects of research.

I will embark on the furthering of knowledge through 
respectful interactions and collaboration with my 
colleagues and community without prejudice or exclusion.

I will be a role model, and use my skills to inspire, mentor, 
and empower future generations, instilling in them the 
highest principles of ethical behavior.

As witnessed by all present today, and in the tradition  
of graduates before me, I do affirm to uphold these  
guiding principles.

F A C U L T Y  P L E D G E

As teachers and mentors for our students, we pledge 
to maintain the highest professional standards in all our 
interactions with students, patients, colleagues and staff.

We pledge our utmost effort to ensure that all components 
of the educational program for students will be of the 
highest quality.

We will respect all students as individuals without regard  
for gender, race, national origin, religion or sexual 
orientation; we will not tolerate anyone who manifests 
disrespect or who expresses biased attitudes towards  
any student. We will not tolerate any abuse or exploitation  
of students.

In an effort to nurture personal development, we pledge  
that students will have adequate time for reflection as well 
as personal and family obligations.

In nurturing both the intellectual and professional  
development of our students, we will celebrate  
achievement of academic excellence and demonstrate  
the highest virtues of our profession.

9




