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The Icahn School of Medicine at  
Mount Sinai advances science,  
medicine, and health care delivery  
for the benefit of humanity through  
a culture of excellence, innovation, 
collaboration, and belonging.  
We conduct groundbreaking research; 
educate and nurture the next generation  
of exceptional clinicians, researchers, 
teachers, and leaders; and deliver the  
most advanced compassionate care with an 
unwavering commitment to health equity.
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WELCOME
David C. Thomas, MD, MHPE 
Dean for Medical Education
Chair, Leni and Peter W. May Department of Medical Education 
Professor, Samuel Bronfman Department of Medicine, and
Department of Rehabilitation and Human Performance
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
Valerie Parkas, MD 
Senior Associate Dean of Admissions and Recruitment
Professor, Samuel Bronfman Department of Medicine, and
Leni and Peter W. May Department of Medical Education
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
 
OPENING REMARKS
Brendan G. Carr, MD, MA, MS
Chief Executive Officer
Professor and Kenneth L. Davis, MD, Distinguished Chair
Mount Sinai Health System

Eric J. Nestler, MD, PhD
Anne and Joel Ehrenkranz Dean
Professor of Neuroscience, and Psychiatry 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
Executive Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer
Mount Sinai Health System

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
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David J. Berman, MD, MEd, FASA, ISMMS ’13, MSH ’17  
Associate Professor of Clinical Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine 
Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania

The Hans Popper, MD, PhD

K E Y N OT E  S P E A K E R
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Dr. Berman will join the University of Pennsylvania as Associate 
Professor of Anesthesiology and Critical Care in August. He specializes  
in high-risk obstetric anesthesiology, anesthesia for fetal surgery, 
complex airway management, and medical education.
 
Dave hails from New York, where he attended New York University, 
the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, and completed his 
anesthesiology residency at The Mount Sinai Hospital. He completed 
a fellowship in Obstetric and Fetal Anesthesiology and a Master’s in 
Education for the Health Professions at Johns Hopkins, where he 
served as faculty from 2018 until June 2026. At Hopkins, he served 
as Associate Residency Director, founded the Categorical Intern Year, 
was Vice Chair of the School of Medicine Faculty Senate, and recently 
won the hospital staff ’s Best Dad Jokes award. Dave also covers the 
Malignant Hyperthermia international hotline and is an oral board 
examiner for the American Board of Anesthesiology. 

Outside the hospital, Dave enjoys spending time with his ever-patient  
wife and two adorable children who keep life endlessly entertaining.  
He enjoys live music, riding his bike, smoking meat, and traveling.



Dr. Popper was a world-renowned pathologist, hepatologist, and academic 
leader who was pivotal in the creation and founding of the Mount Sinai  
School of Medicine (now the Icahn School of Medicine) and served as its 
inaugural Dean and later President. Born in Vienna in 1903 from a long  
line of physicians, he graduated from the Medical School of the University  
of Vienna in 1928. As the situation in Europe became dangerous for the  
Jewish community, Dr. Popper escaped to Chicago in 1938, where he  
obtained a PhD in physiology at the University of Illinois.

The driving force behind the founding of the American Association for the 
Study of Liver Diseases and the International Association for the Study of  
the Liver, Dr. Popper made or contributed to many of hepatology’s major 
scientific advances over his half-century in medicine. He authored over  
800 papers and 22 books, including the first English language textbook on 
the liver, and was a member of the National Academy of Sciences as well as 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. By the end of his career, he was 
described as “the reigning monarch of modern hepatology,” considered by 
many to be the founding father of his field, and had accumulated over a  
dozen honorary degrees, including from The Mount Sinai School of Medicine.

From 1957, he was the Director of the Department of Pathology at  
The Mount Sinai Hospital and endowed Mount Sinai with its enduring 
international reputation in liver research and care. He infused the  
fledgling Mount Sinai School of Medicine with an early appreciation  
of the importance of community and environmental medicine.

Late in life, he became fluent in the emerging field of molecular biology, 
remained an active adviser to the National Institutes of Health, and  
continued to enjoy teaching the microscope to Mount Sinai medical  
students and residents. Highly regarded as a teacher and mentor,  
Dr. Popper delivered the first academic lectures to incoming medical  
students each year from the School’s inception until his death in 1988. 

We are pleased to honor his legacy with a keynote speaker at every  
Mount Sinai White Coat Ceremony.

About Hans Popper, MD, PhD
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PRESENTATION OF STUDENTS
Rainier P. Soriano, MD
Senior Associate Dean for Curricular Affairs
Professor, Leni and Peter W. May Department of Medical Education  
and Brookdale Department of Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

STUDENT OATH READER
Karen M. Lee, MD
Associate Professor, Department of Diagnostic,  
Molecular and Interventional Radiology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

FACULTY OATH READER
Nisha Chadha, MD
Associate Professor, Leni and Peter W. May  
Department of Medical Education and 
Department of Ophthalmology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
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ALUMNI REMARKS
Ebby Elahi, MD, MBA, FAAO, FACS, MSSM ’96, MSH ’00 
President, The Mount Sinai Alumni Board of Governors
Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology  
and Environmental Health
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
Director, Fifth Avenue Associates
Director of International Affairs, Virtue Foundation

CLOSING REMARKS
David C. Thomas, MD, MHPE 
Dean for Medical Education
Chair, Leni and Peter W. May Department of Medical Education 
Professor, Samuel Bronfman Department of Medicine, and
Department of Rehabilitation and Human Performance
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

FOLLOWING THE CEREMONY
Students and guests are invited to a celebratory reception.
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Career Advisors
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Theodore C. Bania, MD
Assistant Professor
Department of  
Emergency Medicine 

Emily Carroll, MD
Assistant Professor
Department of Rheumatology

Sharon M. Edwards, MD
Professor 
Jack and Lucy Clark  
Department of Pediatrics  

Beverly Forsyth, MD
Professor 
Division of Infectious Diseases
Samuel Bronfman  
Department of Medicine

Allison T. Gault, MD 
Associate Professor
Jack and Lucy Clark  
Department of Pediatrics  

Meredith Wepner Grossman, MD
ISMMS ’02 
Associate Professor 
Jack and Lucy Clark  
Department of Pediatrics 

Minal Kale, MD, MPH
Associate Professor 
Samuel Bronfman  
Department of Medicine 

Craig L. Katz, MD 
Clinical Professor 
Department of Psychiatry

David Lin, MD
ISMMS ’18
Assistant Professor 
Samuel Bronfman  
Department of Medicine 
Division of Hospital Medicine

Roberto Posada, MD
Associate Professor
Jack and Lucy Clark  
Department of Pediatrics  



The Leni and Peter W. May Department of  
Medical Education at Mount Sinai  
welcomes our first-year medical students!
The White Coat Ceremony is a “rite of passage” 
for beginning medical students that creates a 
psychological contract for professionalism and 
empathy in the practice of medicine. The event 
emphasizes the importance of both scientific  
excellence and compassionate care for the patient.
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Shreya Addepalli

Olakanmi Adio

Kimberly Agosto

Tyler Amell

Ryan Azrak

Saadhya	Bahudodda

Halle Bangura

Sydney Benson

Arini Bhargava

Adam Braunschweig

Matthew Barth   
   Brecher

Alex Chou

Dominick Ciccotelli

Michael Clarke

Quinn Conlan

Sasha  
   Constandse-Levin

Robert Constantine

Anthony Correa

Daniel Dai

Mihir Dixit

Omar Elsakhawy

Jacob Epstein

Felix Fein

Talon Flodman

Aryan Gala

Gabriel Garcia

Emma Glajchen

Neel Godbole

Vandya Goel

Serena Golden

Cruz Gonzalez

Brianna Goodloe

Samantha Gottlieb

Brian Gravano

Anda Gravlin

Benjamin Gross

Ansh Gulati

Alyssa Guo

Julia Happel

Kathleen Hennessey

Jennifer	Hu

Adam Ibrahim

Robert Igbokwe

Mustafa Ismail

Rayan Jawa

Denika Kao

Michael Kelley

Anthony Kharrat

Jinho Kim

Kaustubh Koya

Brianna	 Lacey

Katherine Lachman

Alex LaTrenta

Anh-Thu Le

Emma Lee

Henry Lee

Kris Kyoungmin Lee

Michelle	Lee

Sydney Levy

Steve Lopez

Brianna Lucas

Mallory Lucas

Casey Lutnick

Andrew Lynch

KaiLan Su Mackey

Bedros Maldjian

Allison Martin

Lewis McGarvey

Mehwish Mirza

Tamara	 Muñoz

Jahnavi	 Muppirala

Milind Natraj Muthiah

Joshua Mutterperl

Sanjana Narayanan

Alex O’Donnell

Kennedy	 Odiboh

Naomi Okunrobo

Stefi Olkin

Chidera Onukwufor

Michelle	Ovchinsky

Mahdia Parker

Sonia Parmar

Alexis Peetz Alio

Harry Poulose

Caleb Prempeh

David Puckowitz

Crystal Qian

Zara Ranglin

Khalid Rashad

Astha Ray

Adrian Reptak

Alex Rohm

Mia Russ

Ryan Salama

Sreenidhi  
   Sankararaman

Cynthia Schneider

Anna Seaman

Minghao Shao

Jiya Sharma

Yatharth Sharma

Ethan Sherman

Nathalie Shoji

Caroline Sicard

Hashir Siddiqui

Avijit Singh

Lana Smith

Heleah Soulati

Austin Sponaugle

Sharanya Sriram 

Pranathi	Srirangam

Lily Steckel

Charlotte Swisher

Olivia Takla

Michael Tanios

Rachael Thumma

Beatrice Trad

Vinith Upadhya

Micah Valadez Bush

Dante Valdivia

Abhi Verma

Carter Wallace

Kennedy Walls

Amber Wang

Isabel Wang

Samuel Wey

Andrew Williams

Cayla Xue

Michelle Yoo

Rebecca Zhang

Marko Zimic
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W H I T E  C OAT
C E R E M O N Y  S P O N S O R S
The Mount Sinai Alumni Association, the 
Mount Sinai Office of Alumni and Development, 
and the Leni and Peter W. May Department of 
Medical Education at Mount Sinai gratefully 
acknowledge the following alumni and donors 
for sponsoring our first-year students.*

*Sponsors as of July 15, 2026 
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*�All stethoscopes have been generously donated by Dr. George Braff, MSSM’73 1313

Austin W. Abramson, MD’79, MSH’84
Colleen A. Aitken, MD’97
Rebecca C. Amaru, MD’99, MSH’03
Arlyn J. Apollo, MD’00, MSH’03
Peter J. Baiocco, MD’78
Jill R. Baron, MD’86
Alan I. Benvenisty, MD and Terri Benvenisty
Kathy G. Berkman, MD’78, MSH’82
David B. Bernstein, MD’96, MSH’97
Nina A. Bickell, MD MPH and Ehud A. Hazan
Corey Bickoff, MD
William D. Bloomer, MD, MSH’87
Shari E. Brasner, MD
Elisabeth C. Broderick, MD’91
Michael L. Brodman, MD’82, MSH’86
Mark E. Burnett, MD’12, MSH’13
Richard P. Campo, MD’89
Laura M. Carlson, MD, MSH’05
Kecia N. Carroll, MD MPH
Richard Charney, MD’86, MSH’89
Shuhua Cheng, PhD
Teresa H. Cheon-Hsu, MD’95
Howard L. Cohn, MD’73
Cheryl M. Corcoran, MD
James Cornwall, MD’15, MSH ‘20
Michael A. Crane, MD MPH  
   and Carolyn R. Caufield
Christopher de Haydu, MD’13
Tsega Denneke, MD
Douglas T. Dieterich, MD
David J. D’Souza, MD
Alan L. Engelberg, MD’74
Jeffrey M. Factor, MD’85
Allen Fay, MD, MSH’66
Charles L. Fishman, MD’87
Douglas Fredrick, MD
Scott L. Friedman, MD’79
Wayne S. Fuchs, MD’79, MSH’83
Garden State Retina Assoc. LLC

Jane M. Geders, MD, MSH’93
Eric A. Gehrie, MD’10
Stephen A. Geller, MD, MSH’69
Gabrielle Goldberg, MD’17
Stephen C. Golden, MD’80
Marc D. Gonchar, MD’98, MSH’01
Hamilton C. Goulart, MD, MSH’82
Pietra D. Greenberg, MD’90, MSH’92
Robert M. Greenberg, MD’78
Katherine T. Grimm, MD’71
Meredith Wepner Grossman, MD’06, MSH’10
Colleen P. Guiry, MD’87
Jacob Haiavy, MD’97, MSH’98
David J. Hecker, MD, MSH’99
Melanie L. Hecker, MD, MSH’93
Sari L. Heitner, MD’94, MSH’96
Steven B. Heymsfield, MD’71
Hanson H. Hsu, MD’95
Adesuwa R. Ighodaro-Okesanya,  
   MD’05, MSH’09
Brian P. Jacob, MD’04
Cortlyn F. Jeter, MD, MSH’01
Tamara L. Kalir, MD, MSH’91
Raisa N. Katz, MD’90, MSH’97
Susan A. Kelly, MD’92
Leslie D. Kerr, MD, MSH’85
Michael C. Kim, MD, MSH’01
Eric N. Klein, MD’07
Alicia P. Knight-Debrady, MD, MSW’94
Faye Kokotos, MD’88
Monica Kraft, MD
Michael P. Krumholz, MD’80
Steven H. Kunkes, MD’73, MSH’78
Yuichiro Kuwama, MD  
   and Chika Kuwama
Athena H. Lantz, MD’93
John G. Larsen, MD, MSH’78
Janelle C. Laudone, MD’11
Juliet Lee, MD’95
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Eric L. Legome, MD
Patrick A. Lento, MD, MSH’00
Huihui Li, PhD
Jenifer R. Lightdale, MD’95
Leonard J. Lind, MD’76
Arthur E. Lipper, MD’81
Thomas G. Mahrer, MD’79
Dolores Malaspina, MD MS MSPH
Deborah B. Marin, MD’84, MSH’85
Ivan Marquez, MD’19
P. A. McBride, MD’78
Sar Medoff, MD’15
Ellen T. Melvin, MD’74
Caroline A. Messer, MD’05, MSH’10
Nancy E. Mills, MD’87, MSH’90
Ippolito Modica, MD
Rona Montag, MD’84, MSH’85
Michael J. Morris, MD’94
Calin S. Moucha, MD’97
Lisa Nason, MD
Tina A. Nguyen, MD’07, MSH’11
David G. Nichols, MD’77
Robert A. Nussbaum, MD’86, MSH’87
Alfredo A. Ok, MD’12
Jeffrey W. Olin, DO and Joan N. Olin
Gary Ostertag, PhD
Susan A. Park, MD’01
Charles Perla, MD’83
Stephen M. Perret, MD’06
Natalie M. Pica, MD’14
Simon J. Piller, MD’95
Chantal Pyram-Vincent, MD
Naomi A. Ramer, DMD
Flora R. Ramirez-Hojohn, MD
Noga L. Ravid, MD’12
Frederic S. Resnic, MD’94
Kenneth S. Ring, MD’85, MSH’86
Jeffrey D. Roffman, MD, MSH’75
Christopher Romero, MD

Allan L. Rothman, MD, MSH’81
Manoj Sadhnani, DPM
Kate E. Salvatore, MD’97, MSH’98
Edwin N. Schachter, MD
Howard I. Schiff, MD, MSH’79
Christopher W. Seibert, MD’15
Stephen F. Shaban, MD’82
Gabrielle L. Shapiro, MD, MSH’89
Lisa Sherman, MD  
   and Joseph Sherman 
Sheera K. Siegel, MD, MSH’01
Jeffrey J. Silbiger, MD
Frederick B. Slogoff, MD’96
George M. Soffin, MD, MSH’66
Rainier P. Soriano, MD, MSH’99
Rhoda S. Sperling, MD, MSH’85
Benjamin D. Spirn, MD’00, MSH’01
Jamie R. Stern, MD’82
Gregg W. Stone, MD
Lauren Stossel, MD’12
Kristin A. Swedish, MD, MPH, MSH’07
Joseph Tarantolo, Jr., MD’70, MSH’73
David C. Thomas, MD, MS, MHPE, MSH’95
Josh Torgovnick, MD and Andrea E. 
Kerzner-Torgovnick
Sam Toueg, MD
Armene E. Vanoyan, MD’91, MSH’95
Alexander Vidershayn, MD’01
Jon M. Wagreich, MD’91, MSH’98
Jonathan A. Waitman, MD’98
Wendy Wang, MD’96
George B. Wanna, MD, MSH’08
Lawrence B. Werlin, MD’76
Brian H. West, MD’11
William Whang, MD MS
Michelle L. Widlitz, MD, MSH’03
Stanley Yang, MD’96
Enrique Zolezzi, MD’12
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AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION: 
 
 I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the service of human health;
  
THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT will be my first consideration;
 
 I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my patient;
 
 I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life;
 
 I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease or disability, creed, ethnic 
origin, gender, nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, religion, 
social standing or any other factor to intervene between my duty and my patient;
 
 I WILL ADVOCATE for policy and practice changes that ameliorate suffering  
and contribute to the well-being of my patients and the communities I serve;

I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are confided in me, even after the patient  
has died;

 I WILL PRACTICE my profession with conscience and dignity and in  
accordance with the highest standards of medical practice and the latest 
advances in biomedicine and health care delivery;

 I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect  
and gratitude that is their due;

 I WILL SHARE my medical knowledge for the benefit of the patient  
and the advancement of health care;

 I WILL ATTEND to my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to  
provide care of the highest standard;

I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge to violate human rights and civil liberties, 
even under threat;

I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely, and upon my honor.

17
Adapted from the WMA Declaration of Geneva  
Updated October 2017 (The Physician’s Pledge) and the AMA Declaration of Professional Responsibility
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As teachers and mentors for our students, we pledge to maintain 

the highest professional standards in all of our interactions with 

students, patients, colleagues, and staff. 

We pledge our utmost effort to ensure that all components of the 

educational program for students will be of the highest quality. 

We will respect all students as individuals, without regard to 

gender, race, national origin, religion, or sexual orientation;  

we will not tolerate anyone who manifests disrespect or who 

expresses biased attitudes toward any student. We will not  

tolerate any abuse or exploitation of students. 

In an effort to nurture personal development, we pledge  

that students will have adequate time for reflection as  

well as personal and family obligations. 

In nurturing both the intellectual and professional development of 

our students, we will celebrate achievement of academic excellence 

and demonstration of the highest virtues of our profession. 

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

FAC U LT Y  OAT H
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	FOLLOWING THE CEREMONY
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	Students and guests are invited to a celebratory reception.
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	Department of Pediatrics 
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	Figure
	The Leni and Peter W. May Department of 
	The Leni and Peter W. May Department of 
	The Leni and Peter W. May Department of 
	 
	Medical Education at Mount Sinai 
	 
	welcomes our first-year medical students!


	The White Coat Ceremony is a “rite of passage” 
	The White Coat Ceremony is a “rite of passage” 
	The White Coat Ceremony is a “rite of passage” 
	for beginning medical students that creates a 
	psychological contract for professionalism and 
	empathy in the practice of medicine. The event 
	emphasizes the importance of both scientific 
	 
	excellence and compassionate care for the patient.
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	Figure
	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
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	AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION:
	AS A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION:
	 
	 
	 I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE 
	to dedicate my life to the service of human health;

	 
	 
	 
	THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT
	 will be my first consideration;

	 
	 
	 I WILL RESPECT
	 the autonomy and dignity of my patient;

	 
	 
	 I WILL MAINTAIN 
	the utmost respect for human life;

	 
	 
	 I WILL NOT PERMIT 
	considerations of age, disease or disability, creed, ethnic 
	origin, gender, nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, religion, 
	social standing or any other factor to intervene between my duty and my patient;

	 
	 
	 I WILL ADVOCATE 
	for policy and practice changes that ameliorate suffering 
	 
	and contribute to the well-being of my patients and the communities I serve;

	I WILL RESPECT 
	I WILL RESPECT 
	the secrets that are confided in me, even after the patient 
	 
	has died;

	 I WILL PRACTICE
	 I WILL PRACTICE
	 my profession with conscience and dignity and in 
	 
	accordance with the highest standards of medical practice and the latest 
	advances in biomedicine and health care delivery;

	 I WILL GIVE 
	 I WILL GIVE 
	to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect 
	 
	and gratitude that is their due;

	 I WILL SHARE 
	 I WILL SHARE 
	my medical knowledge for the benefit of the patient 
	 
	and the advancement of health care;

	 I WILL ATTEND 
	 I WILL ATTEND 
	to my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to 
	 
	provide care of the highest standard;

	I WILL NOT USE
	I WILL NOT USE
	 my medical knowledge to violate human rights and civil liberties, 
	even under threat;

	I MAKE THESE PROMISES 
	I MAKE THESE PROMISES 
	solemnly, freely, and upon my honor.


	Adapted from the WMA Declaration of Geneva 
	Adapted from the WMA Declaration of Geneva 
	Adapted from the WMA Declaration of Geneva 
	 
	Updated October 2017 (The Physician’s Pledge) and the AMA Declaration of Professional Responsibility
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	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai


	FACULTY OATH
	FACULTY OATH
	FACULTY OATH


	As teachers and mentors for our students, we pledge to maintain 
	As teachers and mentors for our students, we pledge to maintain 
	As teachers and mentors for our students, we pledge to maintain 
	the highest professional standards in all of our interactions with 
	students, patients, colleagues, and staff. 

	We pledge our utmost effort to ensure that all components of the 
	We pledge our utmost effort to ensure that all components of the 
	educational program for students will be of the highest quality. 

	We will respect all students as individuals, without regard to 
	We will respect all students as individuals, without regard to 
	gender, race, national origin, religion, or sexual orientation; 
	 
	we will not tolerate anyone who manifests disrespect or who 
	expresses biased attitudes toward any student. We will not 
	 
	tolerate any abuse or exploitation of students. 

	In an effort to nurture personal development, we pledge 
	In an effort to nurture personal development, we pledge 
	 
	that students will have adequate time for reflection as 
	 
	well as personal and family obligations. 

	In nurturing both the intellectual and professional development of 
	In nurturing both the intellectual and professional development of 
	our students, we will celebrate achievement of academic excellence 
	and demonstration of the highest virtues of our profession. 
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