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• NIH Changes to the Review Process
• Effective Biosketches

– Selecting and Supporting Products (Max 10 instead of ≤ 24) 
– Personal Statements and Contributions to Science

• Efficient Biosketch Management
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Topics for Today



NIH Changes in Biosketch Format 
and Directions to Grant Reviewers
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Can the investigator or team do the 
work?
• Biosketch is main evidence to answer that 

question 
• Supported by your Products
• In the Contributions to Science section, 

you will describe your role in advancing 
science 

• Terminology from Contributor Roles 
Taxonomy (credit.niso.org) may be helpful

• Reviewers told not to look at links or additional 
information beyond the PubMed citations. 

• Reviewers from other disciplines may not 
recognize journal prestige to communicate the 
impact of your work. You will need to tell that 
impact story.

NIH change to how reviewers look at Biosketches

https://credit.niso.org/
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Can the investigator or team do the work?
• NEW TERMINOLOGY/APPROACH

• Supported by your list of up to 5 Products specific to the project described in the NIH Biographical 
Sketch Supplement

• FAMILIAR FROM PRIOR BIOSKETCH
• Up to 5 other significant products in the Contributions to Science section

Instructions on evaluating expertise



Effective Biosketches –
Products, Contributions, Citations
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Changes in the Biosketch citation locations

Move citations from existing Personal 
Statement to Common Form Products, 
either “Products Most Closely Related to the 
Proposed Project” OR “Other Significant 
Products”

Citations from your 
existing Contribution 
to Science should 
move to Products, 
either “Products Most 
Closely Related to the 
Proposed Project” OR 
“Other Significant 
Products”
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Max 10 instead of ≤ 24

Relatedness to Project. If you can make the case that these are Project-related, put them on that list. If this is 
a new area for you, consider how to make the case that something is closely related.

Only 5 not closely related to Project.  

How to choose among the ~20 references you had before in Contribution to Sciences to narrow it down to 5.
- Most cited?  [sort Google Scholar Profile or author search in Scopus or Web of Science by Times Cited 
- Most prestigious journal?
- Oldest and newest?  [Tell the story of we’ve been advancing this field for a long time]

Levy Library’s Ask a Librarian Service can assist you in finding the citation counts and journal impact factors for 
your list of citations.  Contact us with your list at askalibrarian.mssm.edu/ or email refdesk@mssm.edu

Decision Point – Which 10 to include?

https://askalibrarian.mssm.edu/
mailto:refdesk@mssm.edu
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• Products
• List up to 5.
• Closely related to proposed project
• Need to be in either MyBibliography

or ORCID to be able to select them
• Describe in the Personal Statement 

section of the Biographical Sketch 
Supplement

• Other Significant Products-
Contributions to Science

• List up to 5 
• No specific format; recommended to 

refer to the title, use the author’s last 
name, publication, and/or year of 
publication.

• May mention research products 
under development

NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form - Products

Digital object identifier (DOI); persistent 
URL (PURL), etc. 
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HINTS
• Add to either 

MyBibliography or ORCID 
to be able to select them

• Linked titles, etc. will not 
appear in final version.

• Include the PMC 
reference number 
(PMCID) when 
citing applicable 
papers that arise from 
your NIH-funded 
research.

Selecting Products 
Add 
Product is 
for PubMed 
included-
items only

Manage My 
Bibliography 
allows manual 
adding of 
anything

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/about/submission-methods/#getpmcid
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/public-access-policy?anchor=57477


• Follow the guidance about including the fields or 
N/A as you create the manual citations.

• Description text you enter in MyBibliography will 
not appear in the citation. 

• You will not be providing a MyBibliography link to 
your entire bibliography.

Adding Products to MyBibliography
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• NIH permits the use of "et al." 
in place of listing all authors

• For long author list, could 
do this after your name in 
the author list.

• If you are in the middle 
(Smith ED…Jones 
AR…et al.) or end (Smith 
ED…Jones AR) can work

• SciENcv uses the 
NLM/Vancouver/AMA style 
(see Citing Medicine). 

• Include the PMC reference 
number (PMCID) when 
citing applicable papers that 
arise from your NIH-funded 
research.

Adding Products - ORCID

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/about/submission-methods/#getpmcid
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/public-access-policy?anchor=57477
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• Discussing Products in Personal Statement and Contributions to Science
• All products should be either completely self-explanatory or clearly discussed. 
• Ensure that any narrative referring to the products is clear about which product is being discussed. 
• Format not specified – NIH recommends referring to the title, use the author’s last name et al., 

publication, and/or year of publication.
• May mention research products under development
• Special formatting from prior SciENcv biosketch Markdown language (e.g. ** for bold) is NOT 

supported. Users can use all CAPS and/or line breaks.
• Your Personal Statement is limited to 3,500 characters and that includes spaces and line breaks.
• Each Contribution to Science entry is limited to 2,000 characters and that includes spaces and line 

breaks.

Editing narratives about Products



Efficient Biosketch Management
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• From your PubMed Dashboard, bottom right 
corner. Direct at 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/labs/sciencv/

• Create base biosketch in the NIH Biographical 
Sketch Format.

• Once you have a base biosketch, you can 
choose “Use an existing document in SciENcv” 
to autopopulate a new format. 

• Customize your choices of Products relevant to 
that proposal

• E.g. a Training Grant proposal might cite 
your Products on curriculum or mentoring 
that would not be in your R01 biosketch.

Start with a SciENcv Base 
Biosketch – then convert it 
across funders or projects 
to new versions

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/labs/sciencv/


Thank you!
Any questions?

You are invited to 
Levy Library’s 

Mount 
Sinai Book Authors and 

Editors event, on 
Thursday, January 

29 from 12:15-1:00 pm.

library@mssm.edu



Thank you.
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