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The Precision Immunology Institute (PrIISM) at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount
Sinai has joined with The Tisch Cancer Institute, Mount Sinai’s NCI-designated Cancer
Center, to build a state-of-the-art cancer immunology program to advance research in
the most innovative and promising areas of investigation.

Leading an effort to identify new immune targets in cancer
PrIISM and The Tisch Cancer Institute have received one of four Cancer Immune

Monitoring and Analysis Center (CIMAC) awards
from the National Cancer Institute. The four
recipients—Mount Sinai, Stanford Cancer Institute,
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer
Center, and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute—
comprise a network to identify mechanisms of
resistance to immunotherapy.

The CIMAC centers will systematically collect,
process, and analyze blood and tumor tissue
samples using cutting-edge technology including
mass cytometry (CyTOF) and single-cell
transcriptomics and proteomics, and will develop a
data pipeline for shared use.

CIMACs will create the first system for integrated
analysis across immunotherapy trials. Identifying
predictive biomarkers that inform the likelihood
of benefit or toxicities from therapies and the
mechanisms of response or resistance, and identify
novel potential immune targets, will help advance
design of rational combinations of immunotherapies
to optimize patients’ outcomes.

The CIMAC network is led by Sacha Gnjatic, PhD,
Associate Professor of Medicine (Hematology and
Medical Oncology) and Oncological Sciences at
the Icahn School of Medicine, and co-Director of
PrIISM’s Human Immune Monitoring Center.

Generating patient-specific neoantigen vaccines
PrIISM investigators are testing a personalized genomic vaccine (PGV) in pioneering
clinical trials, the first of which has shown early success. Nina Bhardwaj, MD, PhD,
Ward-Coleman Chair in Cancer Research and Director of Immunotherapy at the
Icahn School of Medicine, has designed a PGV to treat cancers with high rates of
mutations—lung, breast, and bladder cancers, among others. Dr. Bhardwaj’s team
sequences the DNA and RNA of a patient’s tumor in our unique Vaccine and Cell
Therapy Lab to identify specific mutations, and generates a PGV based on this

Training New Doctors
The Institute’s new Cross-Disciplinary
Immunotherapy Clinical Fellowship Program
welcomed its inaugural fellows in 2018. The
Program—the first of its kind in the country—
is designed around a novel curriculum created
to train a new generation of clinical leaders in
immune modulation. Postresidency clinical
fellows will perform research in their primary
laboratories and in the Human Immune
Monitoring Center, participate in clinical trial
protocols, teach, and work collaboratively
with Icahn School of Medicine at Mount
Sinai scientists, clinicians, and MD/PhD
students. Boehringer Ingelheim is funding
two immunotherapy fellowship awards in
gastroenterology, while Pfizer is funding two
fellowship awards in dermatology.

Expanding Graduate Training
We are expanding our immunology graduate
program and welcome new applicants.
Our program currently has 24 immunology
students, including 14 PhD and 10 MD/
PhD students with very diverse backgrounds in mathematics,
physics, engineering, biochemistry, biology, and  industry.
Housed on Madison Avenue, one block from Central Park and the
Museum Mile in Manhattan, our program trains students in basic
immunology, computational immunology, single-cell technology,
and clinical medicine. Our students are involved in all aspects of
the training programs, have the opportunity to help design novel
classes, lead the work-in-progress immunology series, organize
the yearly immunology retreat, and select and house seminar
speakers from all over the world.

For more information, please visit our website at https://icahn.
mssm.edu/research/immunology/education.

Harnessing the
Immune System to
Battle Cancer

PrIISM investigators are creating
multiscale maps of patient tumors, at
the organ, tissue, cell, and molecular
levels, which will help us to
understand response to treatment
and enable precision therapy.

Developing a New Generation of Immunologists
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Recruiting New Faculty
We are recruiting faculty!  Mount Sinai understands
the growing importance of the immune system to
medicine and is greatly expanding the Precision
Immunology Institute.  We are actively recruiting basic
biologists, physician-scientists, and computational
biologists.  We provide competitive start-up packages
and the opportunity to work in a highly collaborative
multidisciplinary environment. We especially encourage
postdocs ready for independence to apply.  For more
information, please visit our website at https://icahn.
mssm.edu/research/immunology or contact sinai.
immunology@gmail.com.

Jeremiah Faith,
PhD, center, who
coordinates
Mount Sinai’s
graduate
immunology
program, with
graduate
students Joshua
Borgerding and
Justine Noel

The Precision Immunology Institute
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
1425 Madison Avenue
Box 1630
New York, NY 10029
212-824-9357
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT 
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Welcome to our 2nd Newsletter!  As we seek to

 

fulfill our mission to address cancer disparities 
and reduce the hardships of cancer for patients,

     A Welcome from our Director of Community Outreach

Lina Jandorf, MA

families, caregivers and communities across the five 
boroughs of NYC, we actively work with our 
communities to bring in evidence-based education 
programs. With the strong efforts of our six health 
educators, we have developed culturally- and 
linguistically- targeted education programs related to 
cancer screening– focusing on breast, colorectal, 
lung, liver and prostate cancer. 

We continue to ask for your help in identifying 
important community needs across NYC to bridge 
the gap, such that knowledge can help facilitate 
cancer screening. You can learn more about the 
community outreach team further in this issue.

As this issue of our newsletter focuses on cancer screening, we have provided data on recent cancer screening
rates within New York City (NYC), our health system, and beyond. Continue reading below!

The graph above shows breast cancer and colorectal cancer screening rates in each of the 5 NYC boroughs, as well as state and
national screening rates. The pink and blue dotted lines represent the screening rate targets for breast cancer and colorectal 
cancer, respectively, set by Healthy People 2030. > continued on page 21
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The graph above shows breast cancer and colorectal cancer screening rates across New York City (NYC) and the Mount 
Sinai Health System (MSHS), broken down by race and ethnicity. The pink and blue dotted lines represent the screening 
rate targets for breast cancer and colorectal cancer, respectively, set by Healthy People 2030.

Community Partner Spotlight - BronxCare
The BronxCare Mount Sinai Comprehensive Cancer 
Care facility is delivering world class care to the 
Bronx community. It encompasses more than 10,000 
square feet of space for a multidisciplinary specialty 
oncology program. This state-of-the-art facility 
includes expanded treatment areas with dedicated 
chemotherapy and immunotherapy infusion suites, an 
onsite specialized oncology pharmacy, advanced 
radiation oncology care, and modern user-friendly 
registration and reception areas. Cancer care patients 
have available to them BronxCare’s full scope of 
Surgical, Gynecological, and ENT specialties, along 
with Advanced Interventional, Diagnostic, Therapeutic 
Radiology Care, and equally important, access to 
Mount Sinai’s renowned specialty oncology services. 

The Cancer Care Facility is led by Dr. Kevin R. Jain, 
Chief, Medical Oncology and Hematology at 
BronxCare, and includes an expert team of oncologists, 

Dr. Kevin R. Jain, Director, BronxCare Mount Sinai Comprehensive Cancer 
Care Facility/Chief, Hematology/Oncology, BronxCare (center), with Attending, 
Hematologists/Oncologists (L to R): Dr. Thanh-Ha Luong, Dr. Philip Rubin, Dr. 

Mary K. Reed, and Dr. Valentina Moirangthem. 

certified oncology nurses, and experienced 
support staff. Board-Certified oncology pharmacists 
also prepare and dispense chemotherapy in 
partnership with the physicians.

The COE has partnered with BronxCare to do more 
outreach work in the Bronx community. Our team 
has provided cancer prevention information by 
tabling with the BronxCare mobile unit in the spring 
and summer and have created helpful and easy-to-
understand brochures about breast cancer and 
colorectal cancer. In addition, the Mount Sinai 
Prostate Mobile Unit has been visiting the 
BronxCare facility to provide free prostate cancer 
screening services for community members. 

For more information visit the facility's website at:  
https://bronxcancercare.org/

Zelda Thompson, RN, Patient Care Manager (Center), with (L to R):  Jelilatu 
Abu, RN, Ji Eun Song, RN, Samuel Lucas, RN, and Natasha Lopez, RN.

https://bronxcancercare.org/


Recent PrIISM Highlights

PUBLICATIONS

“A Neoantigen Fitness
Model Predicts Tumor
Response to Checkpoint
Blockade Immunotherapy”
Nature, November 2017

“ Protein Barcodes
Enable High
Dimensional Single-
Cell CRISPR Screens”
Cell, November 2018

“ Innate Immune
Landscape in Early
Lung Adenocarcinoma
by Paired Single-Cell
Analysis” Cell, May 2017

Accelerating
Research
Into Peanut
Allergy

Genetic screens using
CRISPR pools are being
widely employed to identify
gene functions. However,
current technology using
DNA as barcodes has critical
shortcomings, including
limited phenotyping capability
and bulk-cell resolution.
To enable novel screening
capabilities, Brian Brown,
PhD, Associate Director
of PrIISM, and his team
developed a barcoding system
operating at the protein level.
By synthesizing modules
encoding triplet combinations
of linear epitopes, they
generated hundreds of
unique protein barcodes
(Pro-Codes). Pro-Code
vectors were introduced into
cells and analyzed by CyTOF
mass cytometry. Using just 14
antibodies, the team detected
364 Pro-Code populations,
establishing the largest set
of protein-based reporter
genes. Pairing each with a
di�erent CRISPR enabled
simultaneous analysis of
multiple phenotypic markers,
revealing two interferon-
stimulated genes implicated in
killing cancer cells, as well as
the Socs1 gene as a negative
regulator of PD-L1. Pro-Codes
open new possibilities for
functional genomics, and for
identifying immune and cancer
regulators.

Is it possible to predict tumor
response to immunotherapy?
PrIISM member Benjamin
Greenbaum, PhD, Assistant
Professor of Medicine
(Hematology and Medical
Oncology), Pathology, and
Oncological Sciences, and
colleagues from the Icahn
School of Medicine and
Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center developed
the first mathematical model
that can predict how a cancer
patient will benefit from
certain immunotherapies.
The model captures aspects
of the tumor’s evolution,
specifically neoantigens (the
unique proteins that arise
from tumor mutations) and
the underlying interactions
with the immune system in
response to the drugs. The
ability to predict and identify
“low fitness” (less robust)
neoantigens will be critical
for the development of more
effective immunotherapies,
particularly for the design of
neoantigen vaccines.

Approximately 50 percent
of patients with early
non-small-cell lung cancer
relapse after treatment.
Treating the cancer early
could have a huge impact
on both quality of life and
survival. However, before
this study, relatively little
was known about immune
response in early lung
cancer. PrIISM Director
Miriam Merad, MD, PhD,
collaborated with Raja
Flores, MD, Chair of Thoracic
Surgery for the Mount Sinai
Health System, and a team
of pathologists, thoracic
surgeons, and Mount Sinai
investigators to map and
analyze the molecular
and cellular components
of early lung tumors with
a level of resolution not
previously achieved,
leveraging platforms for
high-dimensional profiling
of patient samples available
through the Institute’s
Human Immune Monitoring
Center. Their study revealed
that early-stage tumors
already contain immune
components that likely
compromise T-cells’ ability to
protect against cancer.

A million and a half children in
the United States are affected
by peanut allergy. While
studies have so far focused
on people with “exquisite
allergy”—those who react
to as little as one-50th of a
peanut—the majority only
react to larger amounts. There
are currently no methods for
predicting reaction thresholds
to peanut allergy and no
FDA-approved treatments
for any food allergy. M. Cecilia
Berin, PhD, Deputy Director
of the Elliot and Roslyn
Jaffe Food Allergy Institute
and Professor of Pediatrics
at the Icahn School of
Medicine, and Jaffe Institute
colleagues have been
awarded a $7.5 million grant
from the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) to advance
research into high-threshold
peanut allergy. The grant
will support three projects:
a clinical trial, investigation
into the immune pathways
that affect the threshold of
reactivity and those that
promote the development
of tolerance to peanut, and
a computational genomic
study to identify biomarkers
that predict reaction
thresholds. Researchers
will use monitoring and
profiling assays and
technologies in the Human
Immune Monitoring Center,
including CyTOF mass
cytometry analysis.
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At The Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount Sinai, “Early Detection Saves Lives” is the guiding principle behind the 
creation of our Cancer Educational programs on breast, cervical, colorectal, liver, lung, and prostate cancer. To 
make relevant and significant impact in the community, our Health Educators provide culturally- and 
linguistically-targeted cancer educational programs aimed to reach Black and African American, Hispanic, 
Chinese, African Immigrant, and Russian communities throughout New York City. All programs include a free 
30-minute presentation, access to a patient navigator who can assist in finding screenings, and additional 
resources.

Continue reading to learn more about each of our wonderful Health Educators and their work.

Mikhalya 
Brown, BA

Mikhalya Brown is the Lead Health Educator on the 
Community Outreach and Engagement Team at Mount 
Sinai’s Tisch Cancer Institute. Supervising the 
continued outreach of over 100 community-based and 
faith-based partners, she works alongside the team of 
health educators and their Director, Lina Jandorf, to 
bring evidence-based, lay-friendly information on 
cancer screenings and risk reduction to these 
communities. Her community of focus is the 
Black/African American population through the Witness 
Project of Harlem, modeled after the National Witness 
Project, with the joint efforts of remarkable community 
volunteers. Mikhalya aspires to become a community-
focused physician in the future.

Mary Norgan is a Health Educator focused on outreach 
in the Black/African American Community. She focuses 
primarily on prostate cancer education for the Mount 
Sinai Mobile Prostate Cancer Screening Unit, lung 
cancer education, LDCT screening. As a Health 
Educator, she most enjoys the opportunity to connect 
with people and explore the neighborhoods and cultures 
of New York City. Mary aspires to become a physician-
scientist focused on fighting health disparities in Black 
and immigrant communities.Mary 

Norgan, BA

Meet Our Health Educators
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Emma
Ghalili, BS

Emma Ghalili is a Health Educator focused on the 
Russian community in Brighton Beach and Coney Island. 
Her favorite part of the job is being able to speak to 
community members in their shared language and listen 
to their questions. This fall, she will be attending St. 
George’s University School of Medicine to pursue her 
M.D.

Jean Claude Noel 
L

M

Sabrina
Oliveros, MS

L
Mc

Lovely Joseph,
MD, MPH

Sabrina Oliveros works as a Health Educator for the 
Latine community. Most of her work is in the Bronx, 
where there is a serious need for health education in 
colorectal cancer. Compared to the other 
NYC boroughs, the Bronx has a significantly lower rate 
of regular colonoscopy screening.  
Her favorite part of the job is to listen to people’s stories 
and help people advocate for their health. In the future, 
Sabrina would like to both continue her research career 
and study medicine.

Lovely Joseph is a Health Educator dedicated to 
outreach in African immigrant communities. Her main 
focus is on hepatitis B and C testing. Lovely enjoys 
learning and sharing her knowledge. She is always 
happy to be out in the community to educate people 
about hepatitis B, C, and liver cancer prevention. Most 
of her outreach activities take place in the Bronx, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan. Lovely is studying for her US 
Medical Licensing Examination and looking to gain more 
experience in her research career. 

Jean Claude Noel 

Mc

Joshua
Cheung, BS

Joshua Cheung works as a Health Educator for the 
Chinese Community. He focuses primarily in areas with 
a big concentration of Chinese population such as 
Chinatown, Flushing, and the Sunset Park area. His 
favorite part of the job is being able to bring knowledge 
of breast, lung, colorectal, and liver cancer to local 
community members and listen to their unique stories 
and experiences. Joshua wishes to continue his effort on 
making an impact in the community and help improve 
health disparities in the Chinese population of NYC.
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Our Community Scientists continue to engage in various research and community relevant projects, including 
collaborating on research grants and disseminating information about cancer disparities. Continue reading 
below to learn more about our wonderful members!

If you are a community member/researcher and are interested in joining or learning about our Community 
Scientist program, contact Tatiana Ramirez at tatiana.ramirez@mountsinai.org or visit our website at https://
icahn.mssm.edu/research/tisch/community/programs/community-scientist-program.

Cynthia, a retired educator and myeloma survivor, uses 
her passion for education to teach a new group of 
"students" - myeloma patients and their caregivers. 
Cynthia loves being a Community Scientist because it 
allows her to be a liaison between the research and 
patient community. She shares the patient perspective 
with researchers and shares valuable research and 
clinical trial opportunities with patients. 
Links: 

• @MyelomaTeacher
• MyelomaTeacher Facebook Page
• HealthTree University for Myeloma

Cynthia 
Chmielewski 

Lavern 
McDonald 

Lavern McDonald has spent decades working in higher 
education and secondary education as an administrator 
and classroom teacher. As a community scientist, 
Lavern intends to develop a curriculum for an elective 
course to explore cancer as chronic disease. She is 
currently organizing a literature review to support this 
effort. From this review, she also plans to identify a set 
of questions that lead to deeper inquiry into cancer. 
Lavern values her new role of community scientist as 
this will allow her to build new knowledge to expand 
understanding about cancer.  

Dolores 
Moorehead 

Dolores Moorehead is the Community Engagement 
Director and Client Support Clinician for the Women’s 
Cancer Resource Center, a non-profit organization in 
Berkeley, California dedicated to assisting women with 
cancer navigate the complex health care system and 
improve their quality of life through education and 
supportive services. She appreciates the opportunity to 
be a Community Scientist because it allows her to share 
her lived experiences and to increase personal 
knowledge about research. She is able to assist 
researchers in understanding the importance of bringing 
the community into research from the beginning.
Link: Women’s Cancer Resource Center

Community Scientist Program

mailto:tatiana.ramirez@mountsinai.org
https://icahn.mssm.edu/research/tisch/community/programs/community-scientist-program
https://icahn.mssm.edu/research/tisch/community/programs/community-scientist-program
https://twitter.com/MyelomaTeacher?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/Myelomateacher
https://healthtree.org/myeloma/university
https://www.wcrc.org/
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“low fitness” (less robust)
neoantigens will be critical
for the development of more
effective immunotherapies,
particularly for the design of
neoantigen vaccines.

Approximately 50 percent
of patients with early
non-small-cell lung cancer
relapse after treatment.
Treating the cancer early
could have a huge impact
on both quality of life and
survival. However, before
this study, relatively little
was known about immune
response in early lung
cancer. PrIISM Director
Miriam Merad, MD, PhD,
collaborated with Raja
Flores, MD, Chair of Thoracic
Surgery for the Mount Sinai
Health System, and a team
of pathologists, thoracic
surgeons, and Mount Sinai
investigators to map and
analyze the molecular
and cellular components
of early lung tumors with
a level of resolution not
previously achieved,
leveraging platforms for
high-dimensional profiling
of patient samples available
through the Institute’s
Human Immune Monitoring
Center. Their study revealed
that early-stage tumors
already contain immune
components that likely
compromise T-cells’ ability to
protect against cancer.

A million and a half children in
the United States are affected
by peanut allergy. While
studies have so far focused
on people with “exquisite
allergy”—those who react
to as little as one-50th of a
peanut—the majority only
react to larger amounts. There
are currently no methods for
predicting reaction thresholds
to peanut allergy and no
FDA-approved treatments
for any food allergy. M. Cecilia
Berin, PhD, Deputy Director
of the Elliot and Roslyn
Jaffe Food Allergy Institute
and Professor of Pediatrics
at the Icahn School of
Medicine, and Jaffe Institute
colleagues have been
awarded a $7.5 million grant
from the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) to advance
research into high-threshold
peanut allergy. The grant
will support three projects:
a clinical trial, investigation
into the immune pathways
that affect the threshold of
reactivity and those that
promote the development
of tolerance to peanut, and
a computational genomic
study to identify biomarkers
that predict reaction
thresholds. Researchers
will use monitoring and
profiling assays and
technologies in the Human
Immune Monitoring Center,
including CyTOF mass
cytometry analysis.
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Jean Claude 
Noel 

Karen
Peterson 

French born and a United States citizen living in New 
York since 1991, Jean Claude Noel has been a 
volunteer at Mount Sinai Hospital Ruttenberg 

Colette 
Smith 

Travis 
Thomas 

Travis Thomas is the Founder/President of S.A.V.E.D 4 
Life Cancer Corporation (S4LCC) and S4LCC Cancer 
ReSource Stations, a Certified Holistic Cancer/Life 
Coach and a Cancer Patient Navigator. She is 
interested in being a Community Scientist to gain more 
knowledge and help educate underserved communities 
about the importance of research and options before 
being diagnosed with late stages of cancer. As a 
Community Scientist, she is able to help her 
communities have access to information and learn 
more about clinical trials before it becomes a last 
resort. Link: S.A.V.E.D 4 Life Cancer Corporation 

Treatment Center since 2007. As a Community 
Scientist, he works with Dr. Nihal Mohamed, Associate 
Professor and Director Health Disparity Research 
Department of Urology, on the psychosocial aspects of 
men’s cancers with the objective of reducing disparities 
in access to cancer care. His current activities include 
research on active surveillance and decision-making, 
as well as other grants at various stages of 
development. 

Founder and Chief Patient Advocate of Karen’s Club, 
Karen Peterson’s very own medical journey inspired her 
to help other patients of color understand the complex 
and sometimes skeptical world of clinical trials. A five-
year, Stage IV Triple Negative Breast cancer survivor, 
her life was saved via a Phase I, immunotherapy only 
based clinical study. Karen’s interest in the Community 
Scientist Program comes from her curiosity of 
innovative clinical research and how she can use the 
information to educate her community.
Link: Karen’s Club

Colette Smith is Community Scientist for the Community 
Outreach and Engagement program. As a 7-year lung 
cancer survivor, she is excited to share her 
perspectives and assist with creating cancer care 
awareness in her community. Colette wants to become 
a Community Scientist because she wants to advocate 
for underserved populations while assisting them with 
finding the medical care they deserve. 

https://www.karensclub.org/
https://www.saved4lifecancercorp.org/


Community Scientist Institute

The Community Scientist Institute at The City College of New York is a six-week course designed to 
introduce the concepts and skills to individuals who are interested in developing community-relevant 
research and engaging community members in addressing the cancer burden in New York City. Please 
visit the following link to learn more information about this program or register for the course: 
Community Scientist Institute | The City College of New York (cuny.edu). 
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that are specific to lung cancer (stigma, high 
mortality, and fatalism) and LDCT screening (the 
relative newness of the test and increased radiation 
exposure), greatly limiting the generalizability of the 
findings from these studies to lung cancer 
screening. In this study, investigators will recruit 250 
lung cancer screening-eligible smokers and their 
primary care providers from the Mount Sinai Health 
System. They plan to measure patient’s beliefs 
about lung cancer and LDCT screening, stigma, and 
medical mistrust, as well as measure physicians’ 
practice demographics and communication style 
associations with lung cancer screening referral and 
completion. The results of the study will directly 
guide the development of targeted strategies 
to improve lung cancer screening rates among 
minorities.

If you are interested in learning more about this 
study, please contact Ashley Feng at (212) 
824-7980 or Ashley.Feng@mountsinai.org or Hillary 
Ramos-Espinoza at (212) 824-7456 or 
Hillary.RamosEspinoza@mountsinai.org.

If you are primarily Spanish speaking, please 
contact: Hillary Ramos-Espinoza at 
Hillary.RamosEspinoza@mountsinai.org.

LUCENT Study Principal Investigators: Cardinale 
Smith, MD. PhD (left) and Minal Kale, MD (right)

LUCENT: Lung Cancer Screening Talks

The LUCENT study aims to understand the individual, 
socio-demographic, and patient-clinician relationship 
factors that might influence lung cancer screening 
decisions. Lung cancer screening, consisting of an 
annual low-dose computed tomography (LDCT) scan, 
is currently recommended by the United States 
Preventive Services Task Force to smokers who are at 
high risk of developing lung cancer, and is set to 
substantially reduce lung cancer deaths. Alarmingly, 
emerging national data demonstrates that only 3% of 
black eligible smokers received screening 
compared to 12% of white smokers in 2017. Prior 
research on cancer disparities fails to address issues 

mailto:Ashley.Feng@mountsinai.org
mailto:Hillary.RamosEspinoza@mountsinai.org
mailto:Hillary.RamosEspinoza@mountsinai.org
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/cps/csi
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Like cervical cancer, anal cancer is caused by the 
human papillomavirus (HPV). Our research group 
has found that while cervical cancer rates are 
decreasing, anal cancer rates are increasing. Part 
of this trend may be associated with a lack of 
screening and prevention for anal cancer among 
women. To address this, we have begun enrolling 
for the “Screening Women with Prior HPV for Anal 
Neoplasia” (SWAN) study, a study of anal cancer 
screening for women with known HPV-associated 
precancers, as this group is at the highest risk for 
anal cancer. As part of the study, women will 
receive comprehensive anal cancer screening and 
testing for HPV infection. We plan to enroll women 
in the New York metropolitan area at our Mount 
Sinai site. The results of this study will help us 
understand the role of anal cancer screening for 
women and provide important information on the 
performance of anal cancer screening tests in this 
group.

If you are interested in learning more about this 
study or participating, please contact Dr. Keith 
Sigel at keith.sigel@mssm.edu. 
You can also visit the study’s website at:
https://www.swan-study.org/.

SWAN Study Principal Investigator, Keith Sigel, MD, 
PhD, MPH

Data on cancer rates in US women from 2000-2015. Pictured are rates of 
cancers for Black women aged 65-74; there are marked decreases in 

cervical cancer with substantial increases in anal cancer during the same 
time period. Image adapted from Oxford University Press

UPCOMING EVENTS
Cancer Prevention in the Chinese-American Community - New York City Cancer Collaborative

In recognition of National Cancer Prevention Month, please join us for this virtual event addressing cancer 
prevention in the Chinese-American Community.

What is cancer? How does cancer impact people's lives? How can we take care of ourselves and prevent 
cancer in our day-to-day life? 

This workshop will be held in Mandarin. 
Featuring:

• Baoqing Li, MD, PhD: Clinical Director Department of
Radiation Oncology New York-Presbyterian Queens/
Weill Cornell Medicine

• Kuanyu Chen, RD: Nutrition Consultant on Healthy
Eating in the Chinese Community NYU Langone
Health

• Wenhua Lu, PhD: Assistant Medical Professor
Community Health and Social Medicine
Department CUNY School of Medicine

Event Details:

• Date and Time: February 27th, 2023, 6pm-7pm
• Location: Zoom

o Meeting ID: 81614892077
o Passcode: 092207
o Join by phone: Dial +19294362866, Webinar ID

81614892077, press #. Press # again and enter
passcode 092207 followed by another # sign.

For more information, please contact Mi (Emma) Zhou, 
LCSW at 212-604-6095 or mi.zhou@mountsinai.org. 

Anal Cancer Prevention and the SWAN Study

mailto:keith.sigel@mssm.edu
https://www.swan-study.org/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32833021/
mailto:mi.zhou@mountsinai.org
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
One Gustave L. Levy Place
Box 1128
New York, NY 10029
212-659-5600
https://icahn.mssm.edu/research/tisch/community

Tatiana Ramirez, BA 
Project Coordinator
tatiana.ramirez@mountsinai.org

COE Leadership Team

Cardinale B. Smith, MD, PhD
Associate Director

cardinale.smith@mssm.edu

Lina Jandorf, MA 
Director, Cancer Community Outreach 

 lina.jandorf@mssm.edu

Melissa Mazor, PhD, MS, RN 
Nurse Scientist 

melissa.mazor@mountsinai.org

Alison Snow, PhD, LCSW-R, OSW-C 
Director, Cancer Community Engagement 

alison.snow@mountsinai.org

COE Program Support

Asher Moreland, MPH 
Program Manager
ashley.moreland@mssm.edu

Mikhalya Brown, BA
Lead Health Educator, The 
Witness Project of Harlem 
mikhalya.brown@mssm.edu

Emma Ghalili, MS 
Health Educator, T.H. (Ваше 
эдорове)
emma.ghalili@mssm.edu

Mayuri Jain, MS
Biostatistician
mayuri.jain@mountsinai.org

         COE Outreach Team

Sabrina Oliveros, MS
Health Educator, Esperanza y 
Vida
sabrina.oliveros@mssm.edu

Lovely Joseph, MD, MPH 
Health Educator, Hepatitis 
Outreach Network (HONE) 
lovely.joseph@icahn.mssm.edu

Joshua Cheung, BA
Health Educator, Y.S.F. (預•善防) 
yeeching.cheung@mssm.edu

Maryam Norgan, BA
Health Educator,Urology Department, 
The Witness Project of Harlem 
maryam.mohammed-norgan@mssm.edu

https://www.mountsinai.org/profiles/cardinale-smith
mailto:lina.jandorf@mssm.edu
https://www.mountsinai.org/profiles/melissa-mazor
mailto:Melissa.Mazor@mountsinai.org
mailto:alison.snow@mountsinai.org
mailto:mayuri.jain@mountsinai.org
mailto:mikhalya.brown@mssm.edu
mailto:sabrina.oliveros@mssm.edu
mailto:yeeching.cheung@mssm.edu
mailto:emma.ghalili@mssm.edu
mailto:lovely.joseph@icahn.mssm.edu
mailto:maryam.mohammed-norgan@mssm.edu
https://profiles.mountsinai.org/lina-h-jandorf
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